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REPORT. 


The Select Committee appointed to enquire into the statements made in refe- 
rence to furs taken from Charles Bremner, a halt-breed, residing at Battleford, beg 
leave to report unanimously :— 


1, That during the North-West Rebellion of 1885 and on the day of the surren- 
der of the Indian Chief Poundmaker, who had been in armsagainst the Government. 
of Canada, a number of half-breeds came into Battleford, among whom was Charles 
Bremner, a half-breed trader and farmer, a resident of Bresaylor, twenty-two miles 
from Battleford, having in his possession a large quantity of valuable furs, 


2, General Middleton being in command of the Canadian forces engaged in the 
suppression of the rebellion and being in Battleford, and having information that 
these half-breeds had come in from Poundmaker’s camp and that the furs were being 
carried away, gave orders that they should be put in charge of the Dominion 
Mounted Police, and they were accordingly placed in the Police Barracks at Battle- 
ford for safe keeping. 


3. Some weeks later, while General Middleton was at Fort Pitt, Mr. Hayter 
Reed (a member of his staff), who had then just returned from Battleford, called atten- 
tion to the furs, and reminded General Middleton that the person from whom they 
had been taken was said to be a rebel. Thereupon, after consultation with Mr, Reed 
and Mr. Bedson (another member of his staff), General Middleton assumed to con- 
fiscate the furs, 


4. At the time of the confiscation General Middleton directed Mr. Reed to send 
an order in writing to the Police officer in Battleford who had charge of the furs. 
The exact wording of this order cannot be clearly established as it was destroyed 
afew days after it was written. But it is proved to have been of the following 
tenor :— 


That General Middleton had confiscated the furs, and had ordered that two pack- 
ages of them should be put up for himself, one for Mr. Hayter Reed, one for Mr. 
Bedson, and one for another member of his staff, selecting the best; and that receipts 
should be taken for, or a memorandum made of, the furs thus distributed. 


5. Packages were put up in conformity with this order—two for General Mid- 
dleton, one for Mr. Hayter Reed and one for Mr. Bedson, The furs thus put up were 
in quantity about one-eighth of the whole, but of much larger proportionate value. 


6. It has been proved before your Committee that the furs put up for General 
Middleton and Mr. Bedson were placed on board the steamer which conveyed General 
Middleton and Mr. Bedson from Battleford to Winnipeg. But it would appear that 
Mr. Bedson, who had promised to give a receipt for the furs, refused to do so, alleg- 
ing that they had not reached Winnipeg; and your Committce find that the packages 
of furs so shipped for General Middleton were not received by him. 


7. The furs put up by Mr. Hayter Reed were forwarded to Regina and received 
by him there. He subsequently returned the package unopened to the Police autho- 
rities at Battleford, alleging as his reason for so doing that the propriety of the con- 
fiscation was questioned. 


8. Your Committee consider the confiscation of the furs unwarrantable and ille- 
gal; and in his evidence General Middleton admits that he has recently become satis- 


rv. 


fied it was not legally justifiable. Your Committee are further of opinion. that, if 
the confiscation had been legal, the confiscated property vested in the Crown; and, 
while your Committee believe that General Middleton acted under an unfortunate 
misconception as to his powers, they are of opinion that the appropriation of 
any portion of the property, under such circumstances, by General Middleton to his 
own use, and to that of the members of his staff, was highly improper. 


9. On behalf of Bremner it was stated to your Committee that he is willing to 
accept $4,500 inclusive of interest in compensation for his loss, and this your Com- 
mittee consider a fair compensation. 


10. For the information of the House your Committee submit herewith the 
minutes of the evidence taken by them in this enquiry, also the minutes of the pro- 
ceedings of the Committee, which, with this Report, they recommend to be printed. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

A. McNEILL, 
Chairman. 


CommitTEE Room, 
23rd April, 1890. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 


Taken by the Select Committee appointed to enquire into the statements 
made in reference to furs taken from Charles Bremner, a Half-breed residing 
at Battleford. 


Hovusr oF Commons, 19th March, 1890. 


The Select Committee of the House appointed to investigate the alleged appro- 
priation of furs belonging to one Charles Bremner, met at 10 a, m. 

Mr. McNetut in the Chair. 

Mr, Lister handed the Chairman a copy of the charges, which were read as 
follows :— 

“Tn compliance with the request of the Committee appointed by Parliament on 
the 8rd day of March, 1890, to enquire into the statements made in the House in 
reference to furs said to have been taken from Charles Bremner, a Half-breed, at 
Battleford : 

I beg to say that, upon perusal of the said statements, I understand the state- 
ments therein made to be as follows :— 

1st. That certain furs belonging to the said Bremner were, by order of General 
Middleton, while commanding the Canadian forces in the North-West, taken posses- 
sion of and placed in the barracks at Battleford for safe-keeping, and the same were, 
subsequently, by a letter written by one Hayter Reed, Assistant Commissioner of 
Indians, on the 4th day of July, 1885, addressed to one Warden, who was their 
Quarter-Master Sergeant of Police at Battleford, stated to be written by order of 
General Middleton, directed to be put up, two bales for General Middleton, one bale 
for S. L. Bedson, and one bale for the said Hayter Reed, a copy of which letter is as 
follows :— 

“ Dear WARDEN,—General Middleton has instructed and authorized me to send 
you the present letter desiring that you put up bales of furs for the undermentioned : 
two bales for General Middleton, one for 8. L. Bedson, and one for myself. Please 
select the best and pack them at once, as we will be down there to-morrow by 
boat. 

HAYTER REED, 


Assistant Commissioner of Indians.” 


9nd. That on receipt of said letter by the said Warden the furs were put up and 
addressed in accordance with the directions contained in said letter, and shipped by 
the boat which took General Middleton, Bedson and Reed to Winnipeg. 

3rd. That this was not an isolated transaction, but vas part of a series, com- 
prising the following :— 

(a.) That furs taken at Batoche were appropriated by General Middleton, 

(b.) That horses were taken by General Middleton and appropriated to his own 
use. 

(c.) That Bedson appropriated to his own use a pool table and horses taken 
from the settlers at Batoche. 
(Signed) J. F. LISTER. 


On motion of Mr. Wood, seconded by Mr. Casgrain, clauses “ A,” “Bb” and “OQ” 
of the charges in paragraph 3 were struck out, on the ground that there had been 
no authority given the Committee by the House to investigate such charges. 

The Chairman—I ask General Middleton if he is ready to reply to this charge ? 
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Mr. J. J. Gormully, representing General Middleton—We simply say that the 
charge is not correct. 

Mr. Lister.—Wiill the General make any explanation ? 

Mr. Kirkpatrick.—He wants to hear some evidence taken on the letter, then he 
will make a statement. 

Mr, Lister—It is the mere investigation, and if General Middleton has any 
explanation to give, I think in all fairness it should be made on the charge being 
made, either that there is no truth in that charge at all, or if there is some truth in 
it, if it can be satisfactorily explained. I think, in fairness to the Committee, Gen- 
eral Middleton should now make an explanation. Ifhe says there is no truth in 
that charge that is quite sufficient. 

Mr. Gormully.—Of course, the charges as made there we do not admit, but the 
recollection of the General is not very clear. This is five years ago, in the heat 
of the rebellion, and the General has some recollection that there were furs belonging 
to the man called Bremner. That they came and asked him about some furs, 
that somebody came in and said they were taking furs or something of that sort. 
This was at Battleford, I think after Poundmaker had surrendered. I believe some- 
one did come in and say to the General that they were taking furs, and suggested 
that the furs should be put in the barracks, and although he has no distinct recollec- 
tion, he has no doubt but that the furs were put in the barracks. He says he does 
not actually recollect giving the order, but if they were put in the barracks, there is 
no doubt they were put there by his orders. 

The Chairman.—That is the satement he makes through his counsel. 

Mr, Casgrain.—My suggestion is this, that the charge be read in his presence, 

Mr, Gormully.—He does not know what furs were put there. He went away. 

Mr. Casgrain.—I think we ought to ask Mr. Gormully what is your answer to 
that statement ? 


Mr, Gormully.—t think I mentioned that, of course, the General, as a matter of 
fact, never saw the furs, and has hever seen the furs to this day. He never saw 
them and, therefore, does not know what quantity was placed in those barracks. In 
some of the reports I have read, it was said that there were several cart loads of 
those furs and that people were taking them. The General then gave an order to 
put them in the barracks. He does not know who took them, or. who was taking 
them. He has no doubt that he gave the order, although he has no distinct recol- 
lection of it. That occurred in May, and then he went in pursuit of Big Bear and 
came back to Fort Pitt after he had taken Big Bear, and he has a recollection that 
he was asked what was to be done with the furs that were in the police barracks and 
that were taken from this man Bremner, who was a rebel as they considered, and, 
believing he had the power, ordered them to be confiscated. Of course, he may 
have done wrong in that, or he may not. He does not recollect anything very dis- 
tinctly after that. He has a sort of recollection that there was a request made for 
some of the furs, although he has no very distinct recollection of that. He might 
have given an order for some of the furs, giving a receipt to the storekeeper, so that 
either the receipt would be there or the furs. That is all he knows aboutit. He has 
never had any of those furs, and I do not think that the General has any recollection 
that he ever gave any written order, If there are, they will no doubt be produced. 
He has no recollection of it. It is all very well to sit around this table and listen to 
it now, but these people were in the North-West pursuing people with arms in their 
hands and in open rebellion. I have also stated that he never saw the furs, neither 
then nor thereafter, and never had any of Bremnev’s furs. 

Mr. Casgrain.—The shorthand writer should besworn. This declaration should 
be taken down at once and signed by the attorney; then we could ask General Middle- 
ton whether that declaration is correct or not. The point is, General, this declaration 
has been made in your presence. Do you admit the truth of it? 

General Middleton.—Yes ; it is substantially correct—I think it is substantially 


the facts of the case; but, of course, they are roughly put there. Ido not know that 
I can make any alteration of it, 


Mr. Lister.—I think that is a sufficient statement so far as General Middleton is 
‘concerned. I want to say one word to Mr. Girouard. Iam sorry that he used the 
word “stealing.” If General Middleton thought he had the power to confiscate these 
furs it was not stealing. The object of the statement made here to-day is to prevent 
costs being incurred in bringing witnesses from the North-West, since every witness 
brought from Battleford will cost $208 in fares alone. 

The statement made by Mr. Gormully on General Middleton’s behalf was read 
over to him by the shorthand writer and its correctness acknowledged. 


The shorthand writers employed to take the evidence were sworn to take down 
and faithfully transcribe the testimony given before the Committee. 


Mr. Lister.—Mr. Hayter Reed is present. Does Mr. Reed desire to make any 
statement to this Committee? There is a charge made against him that he partici- 
pated in these furs. Does he want to make a statement? 


Mr. A. Ferguson—t\ appear on behalf of Mr. Reed. In fact I have not got the 
charge, I only saw it this morning. There was no notice given to Mr. Reed of the 
charge and no copy of it was given to him. As far as the charges here made in this 
matter are concerned, I say, on behalf of Mr. Reed, that they are not correct. While 
he was at Fort Pitt, I think, in temporary charge of the transportation, the General 
being out, ) think, in pursuit of Big Bear, he took a flying trip to Battleford in the 
course of his duty. While he was there, he saw certain furs in the Police storehouse. 
When he came back he reported to the General that there were furs in the store- 
house. There was no name given, but it was said they belonged to some of the people 
who were supposed to be in the rebellion, In the course of his reporting this and in 
the course of conversation with the General, he also told the General there were other 
things there, and in the course of the conversation, the General said the furs should 
be confiscated, and that some portion of them might be put up for the General and 
his statf,—and that from that, and in pursuance of that authority and those orders, he 
did write a letter, but that the letter, a copy of which is embodied in this charge, is 
not the letter and does not correctly contain what were the contents of that letter ; 
but he did write a letter to the officer in charge, the Quartermaster of the Mounted 
Police in charge of the stores, containing what I have said. That that letter was 
forwarded to the officer, who, I think, was Mr. Warden and that he, Mr. Reed, was 
not present when any action was taken upon the letter. There was a considerable 
quantity of furs there, in this place, open, and in a large room which was used as a 
sort of supply and provision establishment; a place also where the people were being 
rationed, as well as the troops coming in and getting their rations every day; that 
these furs were lying there in this place, and that he, himself has never received any 
ofthese furs. Idonot thinkthere is anything further to state in answer to the charge 
that was made. Ido not wish to appear to be afraid to make a statement. I have 
nothing to keep from the Committee. 


Mr. Ronaup C. McDonatp called, sworn and examined : 


By Mr, Lister: 

1. Battleford is your home ?—Yes. 

2. Your occupation ?—A contractor. 

3. Were you employed by the Government during the year 1885, during the 
North-West rebellion ?—No. 

4, What were you doing during that rebellion—where were you?—I was an 
officer in the regular militia in Battleford during the rebellion, I belonged to the 
Home Guard. 

5. You belonged to the Home Guards? Were you stationed at Battleford at 
any time during the rebellion ?—I wasthere during the rebellion. 

6. What position did you occupy at Battleford ?—I was quartermaster in the 
Home Guard. 

1. Do you know Charles Bremner ?—Yes. 

8. Where does he live? Where did he live, and what was his occupation ?— 
He was a farmer and trader living at Bresaylor, about 25 miles from Battleford. 

1—1}$ . 


9, Do you know General Middleton and Hayter Reed?—I knew General Mid- 
dleton to see him during the rebellion only. Mr, Reed, I had met before the rebel- 
lion and had known him. ; Ais. 

10. How long had you known Mr. Reed, was your acquaintance at all intimate ? 
—Our acquaintance was not intimate. I simply knew him as an officer of the Goy- 
ernment. I had known him about 5 years at that time. 

11. Did you remember seeing Charles Bremner near Battleford at any time 
during the year 1885 with furs ?—At the time of the surrender of Poundmaker, he 
came within a couple of hundred yards of the barracks where my office was. 

12. Did you see him there ?—Yes. 

13.—Did you observe whether he had furs with him or not ?—Yes; I saw his. 
furs there, I was over his camp. 

14. Can you give the Committee any idea of the quantity of furs he had ?—Yes, 
Do you mean the value? 

15. Yes; the value and quantity. Can you form any idea of the quantity ?— 
That is a difficult question to answer correctly. Do you mean the bulk of the furs, or 
the value of them? Ijudged they were worth $5,000, $6,000, or $7,000. 

16. Do you remember what they consisted of ?—They consisted of beaver, bear, 
fisher, mink and other minor furs. 

17. Do you remember anything being done by General Middleton, or do you 
remember anything being done with regard to the furs, the possession of them ?— 
Well, I saw General Middleton and Colonel Otter in conversation with Bremner’s 
clerk. 

18. Who was that?—Caplette. I saw them at Bremner’s camp. 

19. Otter and General Middleton were in conversation with Caplette at Brem- 
ner’s camp?—Yes. The same day the furs were brought into the quartermaster’s 
store, where I was also stationed—-by the transport teams. 

20. By teams belonging to the Government ?—Yes, in the employ of the Gov- 
ernment by the North-West Mounted Police who had charge of them. 

21. And they were brought into where you were ?—Yes. 

22. Where were they put ?—They were placed in the cornerof the quartermas- 
ter’s store—that is the quartermaster of the North-West Mounted Police. 

By Mr. Casgrain: 

23. Do you know the name of that policeman that you spoke of ?—Yes; the 
transport teams were in command of Sergeant Ross who is now at Lethbridge or Fort 
McLeod, I cannot say. 

24, What is his Christian name ?—Charles. He was in command of the teams 
that brought them in. 

By Mr, Lister : 

25. They were brought in and placed in the quartermaster’s ‘room ?-—Thegtore. 

26. How long did they remain there?—They remained there intact, until an 
order came presumably from General Middleton, a letter written by Mr. Reed. That 
was the 5th June, 1885, if 1 remember correctly; but | may be wrong as to the day 
and date. 

27. The 5th June, the furs were taken out ?—That day they were given out. 

28. Do you remember when the furs were taken in ?—No; I could only tell you 
by reference to date. 

29, Approximately ?—I could only tell you by the day Poundmaker surrendered. 

30. They were taken there the day Poundmaker surrendered ?—Yes. 

31. They remained intact until the 5th June ?—Yes. 

32, What became of them then ?—The day previous to this, a courier had arrived 
from Fort Pitt, where General Middleton, Reed and the staff were camped as far as 
we knew. 

33. The day previous to this a courier arrived from where it was supposed Gen- 
eral Middleton was camped at Battleford. He arrrived at Battleford ?—Yes. 

34. What was his business ?—The courier ? 

35. Yes. What did he come to Battleford for ?—He was sent down for a specific 
purpose. 


36. Did he bring any information from Fort Pitt of any kind ?—Nothing beyond 
this letter. 

37. Nothing beyond a letter ?—No. 

38. Now then, do you remember who the courier was?—No; Ido not. There 
were a number of scouts in the employ of the Department, and I remember them 
coming in frequently. 

39. He brought a letter from Fort Pitt ?—Yes. 

40. Will you look at the letter there and say whether that is substantially a copy 
of the letter you received, and that was brought down by this courier ?—Yes; that 
is substantially the letter. 

41. You speak from recollection ?—That was the tenor of it anyway. 

42. Did you know, and do you know Hayter Reed’s handwriting ?—I think I 
would know his handwriting. 

43. Would you know his signature ?—Yes. 

44, Can you say the signature to that letter was in his handwriting or not ?— 
Yes, it was. 

45. The copy of the letter is the letter set out in the charge. When that letter 
was received, what did you do ?—We complied with the request or command, as it 
might be taken, of the letter sent down to put up bundles of furs for the parties 
mentioned in the note. 

46, You complied with the notice and put up bundles of the furs for the parties 
mentioned in the letter ?—Yes. 

47. How many did you put up for General Middleton ?—Three bales the first 
day for General Middleton. 

48, Go on and tell me what you did ?—And a small one for Mr. Reed, and one 
for S. L. Bedson; but the day following the boat arrived from Fort Pitt, and I was 
not in the barracks at the time they came in. 

49, Who came in ?—The boat. In connection with myself, to make my story 
intelligent, I may say that Warden was quartermaster for the North-West Mounted 
Police, and there was also a storeman, and I myself was in the capacity of quarter- 
master of the Home Guards. These furs were put up partly by myself, but chiefly by 
the storeman. He was there for that kind of work. The day following I was not in 
the barracks at certain hours in the morning, but in the morning I was told 

50. Never mind what you were told. Tell me what you know then ?—I know 
when I went back there were two boxes of furs put up and addressed to the boat for 
General Middleton. I was told by these people 

Mr. Kirkpatrick—We do not want that. 

51. There were two boxes put up and addressed to General Middleton. 
What was the address on the boxes ?—I do not remember distinctly, but I was satis- 
fied at the time that they were intended 

52. What was there to show they were for General Middleton ?—His name. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John) : 

53. His name, or anything else ?—I would not say: I have not a distinct recol- 
lection. 

By Mr lnster: 

54. You swear that General Middleton’s name was on the boxes ?—I can swear 
distinctly they were on the packages, but [ would not swear that they were on the 
boxes: but I am satisfied in my own mind that they were. 

55. What do you mean by packages ?—The bales that were put up first. I 
wrote the name ‘General Middleton’ and anything more with my own hand. 

56. 'They put them up into bales the first day and he wrote General Middleton’s 
name on two of these bales himself. and the next day they were put in boxes ?—No; 
additional boxes. I presume so, that they were additional furs. These bales may 
have been put into the boxes, but I was told that they were not put into the boxes, 

57. You were there in the afternoon and saw the boxes—two boxes ?—Yes; filled 
with furs. 

58. Where were the bales ?—I did not notice them at that moment. 


59. But the day before you put up in accordance with this letter two bales which 
had General Middleton’s name put on them?—Three for General Middleton and one- 
for Reed and one for Bedson. I saw them put up. 

60. The day following you saw two boxes ?—Yes. 

61. Additional ?—Additional. 

62, Will you swear whether General Middleton’s name was on those boxes ?—IL 
will not. 

By the Chairman : 

63. Ido not quite understand your evidence with regard to these bales and 
boxes. You say that there were certain bales put up and then you saw furs in two- 
boxes next day. What reason have you for supposing that they were additional to- 
the others ?—I was going to state that the Quartermaster of the North-West Mounted 
Police told me emphatically that they were for General Middleton. 

64. You say you think that they were additional to the bales. Why could they 
not have been the bales that were in the boxes ?—Because the bales would not fit 
boxes of that kind. They were not fitted or shaped to fit into square boxes. 

65. These furs were loose in the boxes ?—They were pretty tightly packed in. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 

66. Where did those boxes come from ?—They had been vsed originally for 
excelsior saddles by the troops. ‘The saddles had been taken out and left in the ware- 
house. 

Byer, Lisdate: 

67. Do I understand that the covers had been nailed on before you saw them ?— 
No; I saw the furs. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 

68. I want to know exactly from you as far as you can recollect what sort of 
furs were there ?—In the bales or boxes ? 

69. In the bales first and the boxes afterwards ?—In the bales I had put up, the 
majority of the furs were beaver skins. After that fisher, and some otter. The 
great majority were heaver. I think there were ten fisher skins, or eight put up,. 
and about the same number of otter. Those are very valuable, if you know anything 
about furs. 

694. Were there any other furs of larger animals ?—Not put in the bales. 
There were in the boxes, bear skins. 

70. Were there any other sort of skins of that description, large skins ?—No 
large skins. 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

71. How do you know they were fur skins ?—I saw the furs. 

72. You only saw them after they were packed ?—1 saw them on top. 

73. What did you see on top ?—Bear skins. 

74, You did not see what was below ?—No. 

Dimer Listers 
75. It was packed up ?—Yes; I saw the top. 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 
76. You did not examine to see what was below ?—No. 
By Mr, Lister : 
77. You put up the bales yourself ?—Yes ; myself. 
By Mr, Wood (Westmoreland) : 
. Did you see the bales the second day ?—I would not say. I have forgotten. 
. You do not know yourself whether the bales were in the boxes or not ?— 


No. 

80. Could they go in ?—Not very well. It would be a waste of room to put 
them in. They were plenty large enough to contain the bales. 

81. And other furs ?—Yes. 

By Mr. Lister? 

a Were there enough furs there for the filling of the boxes ?—From Brem- 
ner 

83. Yes. From furs that were there ?—Yes; distinctly. 


By. Mr. Casgrain : 

84. Were they all taken ?—No. 

By the Chairman : 

85, What sort of bales were they ?—Bound up in canvas. 

86. Would that be a very safe way of sending furs?—Yes; it is frequently done 
from the North-West. In fact, they were simply sent often in bales without canvas. 

87. Would boxes be safer than in canvas?’—Well, it is very compact, and there 
will be less chance of knowing what is inside. 

88. It would be safer you think ?—You could pack more up in a box. These 
boxes were about four feet square and four feet high. You can understand, you could 
pack more furs in there than by tieing them up with sinew or rope. 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

89, What proportion of those packed up furs would they be ofall the furs taken 
from Bremner ?—In that order do you mean ? 

90. Yes ?—I should say a little over half. 

By Mr. Wood ( Westmoreland) : 
91. In the bales and boxes both ?—Yes; perhaps a little over half. 
By Mr. Lister : 
92. That would be the proportion? Taking Bremner’s furs you would say that 
about half were packed up in that way ?—Yes. 

By Mr. Girouard : 

93. Would they be the best ?—Yes, 
By the Chairman: 

94, Would one of the boxes hold more than one of the bales ?—Yes. 

95. Would the two boxes hold three bales ?—Yes. 
By Mr. Girouard: 

96. What was the size of the boxes ?—About four feet square and four feet high. 
By the Chairman : 

97. Do you remember seeing the bales ?—No; I do not remember seeing them. 

98, Are you certain the bales were not in the boxes ?—I am satisfied that no 
person would put them up in that way, 

By Mr, Casgrain : 

99. Were there any other persons there besides yourself and those men men- 
tioned ?—Yes; there were two others who saw more of the furs than I did, perhaps. 

100. What were their names ?—Warden was one and Arthur Dorion. 

101. Were they there with you all the time ?—Yes. 7 

102. Did they know anything about this transaction as you do?—Yes. 

103. Where are they ?—In the North-West. 

104. Where do they live ?—Warden lived in Battleford; Dorion in Regina. 

105. Did they pack up the furs in your presence ?—Dorion helped pack up the 
original bales, and Warden and Dorion, from hearsay to me, packed up the boxes. 

Mr, Kirkpatrick—You can state only what you know. Lo Oe 

106. Were they packed up in your presence ?—You have to discriminate and 
say whether you mean bales or boxes. 

107. Take bales ?—Yes; in my presence and with my assistance. 

108. You did not see them put them in the boxes ?—No. 

By Mr. Lister: 

109. But he came back and saw the boxes were filled. What became of the rest 
of the furs ?—I never heard. At least, a part of them I can tell you that they were 
given out on the orders of the Commanding Officers. 

By Mr. Gormully: 

110. Is this hearsay evidence?—No; I gave them out myself on orders from 
the Commanding Officers to young officers commanding the corps who wanted one 
or two or three furs as souvenirs. 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

111. Written orders ?—Yes. 

112. Where are they ?—I presume Warden has them. 

113. You saw them ?—I saw written orders. 


By Mr. Tisdale : 

114. Can you remember what were in the orders? Read us as near as you can 
recollect ?-—This is a long time ago; but the general tenor was that “General 
Middleton authorizes Captain or Colonel So and So to select four or five or six skins.” 

115. Who would these be signed by?—I think on several occasions, if my 
memory does not fail me, that it was signed by General Middleton himself. “ Please 
allow Mr. So and So to take so many furs.” These orders were filed by Warden. 

116. Were these officers commanders of the different corps ?—Nobody besides 
General Middleton and Col. Otter issued orders. 

117. He was Commanding Officer there ?—Yes. 

118. No general officers gave orders ?—No; but they got the furs. 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

119. You swear that you saw an order signed by Col. Otter?—No; I do not say 
that. To the best of my knowledge it was signed in that way. 

120. Do you swear that Col. Otter signed those orders?—It was not intended 
that I should say Col. Otter signed those orders. 

121. You saw an order purporting to be signed by Col. Otter ?—No; but we 
received orders day after day to issue these furs to different parties, and, as far as 
my recollection goes, they were signed by Gen. Middleton and Col, Otter, But I am 
not positive. 

122. After you had packed up these furs ?—Yes. 

123. How many days after you had packed did these orders come in?—I believe 
General Middleton left next day and they would not come from him. 

124, Do you think Gen. Middleton signed any of those orders after he left ?—No. 

125. You said that orders came in every day, some signed by Gen. Middleton ?— 
No; I did not say anything of the kind. I said to the best of my knowledge they 
were signed, as far as my memory will serve me, on some occasions by Gen. Middle- 
ton and others by Col. Otter. 

126. On what occasion were they signed by Gen. Middleton and when by Col. 
Otter ?—I am not sure. 

127. He could not have signed any orders after he left. That is General Middle- 
ton ?—No; he left on the day following. If you will pardon me—if you want to 
facilitate this matter—I have no desire to keep anything back and I have no desire 
that you should twist any statement I should make; but if you wish to have those 
orders you can easily have them by referring to the Quartermaster of the North- 
West Mounted Police at Battleford, and who, | have no doubt, will bear out any state- 
ments I have made before this committee. 

By Mr. Lister : 

128. The main point is that orders did come to the men in charge of these furs 
to deliver furs to officers of certain of the troops, and those officers did take furs out 
of this pile of furs?—Yes. 

129, And furs had been taken previous to packing up, and orders had been 
given and furs delivered to different officers previous to the day you packed them 
up ?—I am not prepared to say. I do not think so. 

130. Then it would be after that day, according to your recollection, that they 
were delivered ?—The majority certainly were. 

131, What is your recollection as to furs being delivered before bales were put 
up for General Middleton, Bedson and Reed?—I have an idea that Gen. Middleton 
sent some of those orders and Iam positive he could not have done so after he left. 
Therefore, it must have been prior to this letter being received. 

132. You are satisfied that orders were signed, or purporting to be signed, by 
General Middleton, were sent to you?—-They were addressed to Warden and handed 
to me subsequently. 

133. Your recollection is that these orders were signed by Gen. Middleton or 
Col. Otter ?— Yes. 

134. Now we left off at that part of the statement where you were stating that 
the furs were packed up. What became of those furs that were packed up? You 
will remember what boat was running then ?—“ The North-West,” but Iam not sure. 
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135. This letter says “we will be down there to-morrow by boat;” do you 
remember whether they came down by boat ?—Yes; they came down. 

136. Who ?—Gen. Middleton and his staff, as I understood his staff. 

137, Can you speak positively about Gen, Middleton coming there ?—Yes; I in- 
‘terviewed him that afternoon on another matter. 

138. So that you expected them to come down on the boat as indicated by that 
letter ?—Yes. 

139. What became of the furs after they were packed up in the boxes ?—I am 
not in a position to say from actual knowledge. 

140. You are not in a position to say ?—No. 

141. Did they leave the barracks ?—Yes. 

142. In charge of whom ?—I did not see them leave—only from hearsay. 

143, You know as a fact they were taken from the barracks ?—Yes; I know 
they were taken from the barracks. 

144. You cannot say where they went to ?—No. 

145. Did you ever have any conversation with Mr. Reed about this letter— 
the letter mentioned in the charge—at Battleford ?—Nothing directly. Mr. Reed 
came into the office of the quartermaster’s store afterwards, and I gathered from 
the conversation, I think he admitted, that he had written a letter. 

146. Were you there ?—Yes. 

Mr, Kirkpatrick—What does he mean by afterwards ? 

By Mr. Lister : 

147. After the furs were packed up and shipped ?—That is what I mean. 

148. Mr. Reed was in the quartermaster’s place and admitted he had written a 
letter ?—Not in those words—by inference only. 

149. What do you mean by inference only ?—The subject was brought up that 
the furs had been shipped and Warden mentioned that he had shipped the furs, in 
consequence of a letter received by him— the letter written by Mr. Reed. Reed did 
not say he did not write it. 

150. Warden told him he had shipped these furs in accordance of a letter 
received from Reed, and Reed did not deny he had written a letter ?—Yes. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Girouard : 

151. You reside at Battleford ?—Yes. 

152. When did you come down here ?—T'wo months ago. : 

153. What brought you down here ?—I came down here representing Bremner, 
to endeavor to get this matter settled by the Government. 

154. You are the agent of Bremner ?—Yes; practically. 

155. Have you any interest in this matter ?—No, sir. 

156. If the claim is settled by the Government, do you expect to share by it ?— 
Not directly. 

157. Directly, from Mr. Bremner, do you ?—No; I do not. 

158. You came down here in Bremner’s interest for nothing ?—I expect my ex- 
‘penses will be paid if he receives it. 

159. That is all you expect to have ?—Yes. 

160. What is your business in Battleford ?—Contractor. 

161. Contractor for what ?—Contractor of everything. 

162. Do you contract for the settlement of claims, too ?—No, not that altogether. 

163. Can you say you saw that letter written by Mr. Reed. Excuse me, did 
you give the information to Mr. Lister in connection with this case ?—Yes, 

1635. You are the one who gave the information 

164. Is Bremner in the city ?—No, sir. 

165, Has he come to the city during the winter ?—No, sir. 

166. You represent him ?—He is represented by a solicitor. 

167. You gave your instructions to the solicitor?—He sent his instructions 
‘practically to his solicitor through me. 

168. Have you a power of attorney from Bremner?—His solicitor has. You 
say Mr. Reed sent 
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By Mr. Kirkpatrick: 
169. Have you got a power of attorney ?—Yes. 
170. Produce it at the next meeting ?—I understood it was in my name, 
By Mr. Girouard: 
171. Will you produce that power of attorney between now and the next 
sitting ?—Yes, 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : ; 
172. You say you have no interest in this claim ?—No. 
173. Has the solicitor an interest in it?—Nothing beyond his fees. 
174. Nothing beyond his fees? He made no arrangement with Bremner if he 
gets a certain sum you will get what is over ?—No, sir. 
175. Nor the solicitor ?—No, sir. 
176. Was there some such arrangement talked over ?—Yes, there was. I refused 
positively to have anything to do with it in that way. 
177. What did Bremner offer you ?—I think five per cent. of his claim. I would 
not take it in that way. . 
178, Did he offer it to you ?—He might have made such an offer. He said he 
had offered through Mr. Macdowall representing that district to accept $3,500. The 
man is starving. He offered to accept anything at all rather than not get anything. 
He said he would take $3,500, and he would give anybody what they could make 
over, and I positively refused to accept it in that form. 
By Mr. Girouard : 


179. Why did you refuse ?—I did not think it was right. 
180. Do you think it was not legitimate ?—Yes, I do. 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 
181. How are you employed in Ottawa?—As a sessional clerk in the buildings. 
Mr, Lister —He is a perfectly respectable man. 
By Mr. Girouard : 


182. Now you say you saw the letter from Mr. Reed to Mr. Warden giving 
instructions to send some bales to General Middleton and others—you saw the letter ? 
-—I saw the letter. 

183. You recollect you say the letter mentioned in the charge is in substance 
the original you saw ?—Yes. 

184. Will do undertake to swear that in that letter Reed did not mention 
that General Middleton had confiscated these skins or furs ?—Well, I do not remem- 
ber that term being used. I am satisfied if they were confiscated they should 
have been confiscated under proper and fair notice of confiscation. 

185. I am talking to you about the letter ?—I do not remember, 

186. Was it mentioned in Battleford, where you were at the time, that General 
Middleton had confiscated these furs ?—No, sir, | never heard it. 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

187. You never heard it there ?—I never heard it. 

188. Did you ever state it was generally understood there that the General had 
confiscated these goods ?—Not to my recollection. 

189. You never stated that ?—I do not say I did not state it, Tsay Ido not re- 
member it. : 

190. I want to know ifhe remembers making a statement that it was generally 
understood that General Middleton had confiscated the furs?—I think I can say 
safely now that the people who did not understand it might have thought so. 


191. Did you write such a letter as that ?—I do not know if I have written a, 
etter. 


By Mr. Girouard : 


192. To whom? We want to see how far the witness is worthy of belief? 


_ Mr, Lister—If you want to contradict the witness as to writing you must show 
him the writing. 
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Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

193. It was a letter to Colonel Morris, of the North-WestMounted Police at. 
Battleford. Did you state that it was generally understood that General Middleton. 
had confiscated the furs ? 

Mr. Girouard—What is the date of the letter ? 

Mr. Kirkpatrick—It was 1888. 

Mr. Girouard—Where from ? 

Mr, Kirkpatrick.—Battleford. : 

Witness.—It is quite possible, I do not remember. Colonel Morris came to me 
and wanted me to set out the facts of the case and make it as mild as possible when 
I wrote the letter. 

194. To make it as mild as possible ?—No, not that ; that is the inference I got. 

195. You can make it strong at one time and mild at another ?—Most decidedly. 
You can color one way or another. 

Mr. Casgrain—I rise to a question of order. The witness is here and as long as. 
he gives his evidence he must be protected. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick—This is the extract of the letter : 

“ Next day, Monday, Mr. Reed called at the store and asked Warden for the 
order authorizing the packing of the furs. Warden professed not knowing where it 
was, keeping it I suppose for his own protection, as there was no other order either for 
receiving, storing or disposing of them, and it was generally understood that Gener- 
al Middleton had confiscated the furs.” 

Mr. Lister —The letter has been read and it is now before the Committee. He 
cannot read an extract and keep back the letter. 

Mr. Weldon (St. John). —The witness can be asked whether he made a statement 
in writing. The practice is that the judge in the court room may require the person 
to say if he has the original in his possession or if it can be produced. It seems to 
me if it is a copy, it is rather objectionable to read from the copy. 

By the Chairman : 

196, Are you prepared to produce the original letter ? Iam prepared to say we 
can produce it. We want the whole of that copy. 

Mr. Kirkpatrick—The witness was asked if the word “ confiscated ” was 
used in that letter. If I remember right, the answer was, he did not remember, he 
had never heard the furs were confiscated goods, which ought to be done in some 
formal manner. What I asked him then was, if it was not generally understood in 
Battleford if they were not confiscated, and he said—no, Then I asked him if he 
ever made that statement, 

Mr. Lister —Reading from this letter? 

Mr. Kirkpatrick. Yes. 

Mr, Lister then read the letter, as follows :— 


“ BaTTLEForD, N. W. T., 16th March, 1888. 


Srr,—In reply to your request for a statement from me on a quantity of fur 
taken from one Charles Bremner in 1885, I have to say : 

During the rebellion of 1885 while acting as Quartermaster of the Home Guard 
I was by order of Col. Otter assisting the Quartermaster Sergeant of the North-West 
Mounted Police to issue rations to the settlers of this district, and that on the even- 
ing of Tuesday, 26th May, several loads of fur were brought to the police store from 
Mr. Bremner’s camp. They were placed in a position by themselves and covered 
from view to ensure protection from theft. 

On Saturday the 4th July, a messenger arrived overland from Fort Pitt, bearing 
a letter signed Hayter Reed, which stated that he (Reed) was ordered by Gen.. 
Middleton to have Warden (the Police Quartermaster Sergeant) put up several pack- 
ages of the furs placed in the store, one for 8. L. Bedson, one for Hayter Reed, one 
for some name that I do not remember, and two for the General. 

Warden being busy asked me to have the fur put up, which I did, assisted by 
one Dorion, a storeman, and addressed them as above, Next morning the 5th, the boat. 


with Reed and the General arrived from Fort Pitt; the General and Reed went to 
the Barracks. 

The General was not satisfied with the quality of the furs prepared for him and 
had the packages supplemented by a large saddle box filled with choice furs, which 
with the packages were sent to the boat. 

There were a few remnants of fur left ; but I am under the impression that they 
were given out on the order of the General. 

Next day, Monday, Mr. Reed called at the store and asked Warden for the order 
authorizing the packing of the furs. 

Warden professed not knowing where it was, keeping it I suppose for his own 
protection, as there was no other order either for receiving, storing or disposing of 
them, and it was generally understood that General Middleton had confiscated the 
ERAN 

Tam, Sir, yours respectfull 
(Signed) RONALD C. MACDONALD. 
To Co. Morrts, 
North-West Mounted Police, Battleford.” 


Mr, Lister.—I put that letter in. . 

Mr, Kirkpatrick.—! submit that is irregular. I am not objecting to it going in; 
but in cross examination you have the right to ask whether a certain portion of a 
letter was written, but the whole letter need not be put in, 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

1965. [ would like to ask the witness, did you see the General at the stores after 
the boat arrived ?—No. 

197. Then that statement is not based upon your own knowledge ?—No. 

198. He puts it in that letter that the General came and was not satisfied with 
the furs. Now, you never saw him and never heard him make that statement ? No. 

By Mr. Gormully : 

199, You say about one-half of the furs were taken away? Yes; I should judge 
that. 

200. What became of the other half?—I have explained of the other half that 
some orders were given to other officers. Of the balance left in the stores, I do not 
know. 

201. Was any portion returned to Bremmer?—I do not know. 

. 202. What is the quantity of the furs you saw in the camp first ?—I can only 
udge. 
: * 903, Did you count them ?—No. 
204. You did not examine them one by one ?—No, 
205. You cannot tell exactly the value ?—No. 
By Mr. Tisdale : 

206. How do you fix your value? You say you saw them packed in bales ?—Yes. 

207. How do you account for their value?—After they were brought into the 
barracks they were brought to me and I placed them in rows. I should judge at 
least 50 or 100 beaver skins were packed together. Hach were kept separate. 

208. What did beaver skins bring there by traders at that time ?—$7 to $8. 

209. They would pay that for them in buik at Battleford ?—Yes, $7 to $8. 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

210. Were any furs taken by any persons before the General came down ?—No. 

211. There were a great many people in and out of the stores ?—Yes. 

212. You do not know whether any persons helped themselves ?—I know they 
could not. The inner office was at one end and there were large doors that were 
not opened except when Warden, Dorion or myself were in there. 

213. If Mr. Warden says he cannot be responsible for them and says some were 
taken, you do not agree with him ?—I was not there all the time. I was in and out, 
I differ in my judgment from that, 


_ After some discussion relative to the summoning of witnesses the Committee 
adjourned. 
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Hovust or Commons, Ist April, 1890. 
Committee met. Mr. McNEILt, in the Chair. 


Stuart HENDERSON, Barrister, called, sworn and examined : 


By Mr, Kirkpatrick: 

214. Have you, Mr. Henderson, in your possession any document signed by 
Mr. Bremner relating to these furs ?—I think I have; I have not looked at the papers. 
There are a number of papers in my office in connection with the North-West. 

215. Is there a power of attorney ?—I think there is a power of attorney, from 
Bremner to Mr. McDonald. 

216. Is there an agreement as to the amount he will take ?—No. At least, I 
am not sure. I have several papers from different parties in connection with this. I 
think I have some of them in my office. 

217. Will you produce any agreement, power of attorney or papers ?—I will 
produce any papers that does not reflect upon the interest of my client. 

218. This is not the interest of any client ?—Yes. Mr. Bremner is my client, 
and I have papers at the office. I refuse distinctly to disclose, or Lreserve that right 
distinctly. I might not show the papers, after I bring them. 

Col. Tisdale—If you bring them to the Committee, the Committee will settle 
the question then. You bring the papers, and we will decide afterwards. 

By the Chairman : 

219. Is there anything to prevent your getting the papers now ?—I won’t pre- 
sent any papers without consulting my client. Iam a solicitor, you know. 

General Mippteron then made the following statement, after being sworn :— 

GENTLEMEN,—My object in asking the Government to grant this inquiry, was 
that, in justice to myself and others, the real facts of the case should be made public 
officially, and with that object, with your permission, I beg to make the following 
statement :—I must premise by pointing out that, owing to the lapse of time, nearly 
five years since the occurrences took place, 1 have experienced considerable 
difficulty in recalling all the circumstances connected with an affair, which, I con- 
fess, to me then, was considered of little importance; still I think the following 
embraces the principal and most important points. After making a prisoner of 
Poundmaker at Battleford on the 26th May, 1885, I was informed some half-breeds 
had come in from his camp and that there was some reason to believe them to be 
rebels, as some of them had been recognized as haying fought against us at Cut 
Knife. Shortly after (the same day, I think) it was reported to me that the people 
about were carrying off furs belonging to these half-breeds, and it was suggested 
that the furs should be sent to the Police barracks, which I believe I ordered to be 
done and the matter passed through my mind. I may remark that, to the best of my 
belief, I never went near the halfbreed camp, nor did I see nor speak to Bremner nor 
his clerk, though it is possible | may have done so. Two or three days after this I 
left for Fort Pitt, and started from there in pursuit of Big Bear; returning, finally, 
to Fort Pitt on the 19th June, 1885. It was some time between then and the begin- 
ning of July, that I received some information confirming the opinion that those 
halfbreeds who had come into Battleford from Poundmaker’s camp were rebels. I can- 
not remember exactly what all this information was but [remember that a rifle, belong- 
ing to one of the men killed at Cut Knife or the Eagle Hills, had been found in the 
possession of this very Bremner, and it was probably then that I ordered the whole 
of these half-breeds to be sent to Regira, and that Mr. Hayter Reed who had been down 
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to Battleford, reminded me that the furs were in the Police barracks, and asked what 
was to be done with them. I cannot pretend to remember all that passed on this 
occasion, but I have no doubt now that I ordered the furs to be confiscated, and that 
I authorized some of my staff to take some of the furs and said I might have some 
myself, perhaps. I did not know what orders were sent to Battleford after this con- 
yersation, and from that time all thoughts of the furs passed from my mind. On 
arriving at Battleford on the 5th July, I landed with the funeral party of the late 
lamented Colonel Williams, and after the service was over I returned at once to the 
steamer, accompanied by Lieut.-Colonel Smith (mow commanding at London, Ont.) 
and some other officers whose names I cannot remember now. I did not go to the 
Police stores at all, nor did I see or select furs whilst at Battleford; and any state- 
ments that have been made to that effect are wholly untrue. I remained on board 
until the steamer left for Prince Albert in the afternoon. If any furs were put on 
board the steamer at Battleford addressed to me it was done without my knowledge, 
and { can positively say that I never got such furs or any of them, and, to the best 
of my belief, never saw them. I fully believed at the time that, having directed the 
confiscation of furs belonging to a rebel, I was not exceeding my powers in allowing 
some of my staff to take a few of them as mementoes of the campaign, or even in 
taking some myself. The letters sent will show by whose orders the furs were 
taken, and the receipts will show the amount taken, the principal part of the furs 
remaining with their original custodian, as, | believe, can be proved by the late 
Quarter master Warden. I may add that the statement made the other day by Mr. 
McDonald, that he believed the remainder of the furs were disposed of by numerous 
orders for young officers to be allowed to have some, and that these orders were 
signed some by myself'and some by Lieut.-Colonel Otter 1s, I believe, quite untrue. Col. 
Otter has authorized me to state that he never signed any such order, and I say that 
I, myself, never signed any. It will be remembered that I left Battleford by steamer 
on the evening of the 5th July, and it is not, I believe, insisted that the orders were 
given before that date. To the best of my belief I have never at any time received 
any of the Bremner furs. If it is in order, [ should like also, as other cases were 
referred to, to make the same statement about the horse that I was said to have 
appropriated. 

Col. Tisdale—If the General makes a statement it will open up the whole ques- 
tion. 

Mr, Lister—I have no objection to the General making a statement as to the 
Batoche furs, and the charge of having got furs at Batoche which were shipped from 
Prince Albert. 

The Chairman—We cannot inquire into it, 

Mr. Lister—If the statement is made I shall have to go into it, that is all. 

Col. Tisdale—It has already been decided that we cannot go into that. 

The Chairman—That has been fully discussed and the Committee has already 
decided that we cannot go into that. 

aa Casgrain—It has been decided that we cannot go beyond the range of Brem- 
ner’s furs. 

Mr. Weldon (St. John)—If the statement is made it is open to the parties to con- 
tradict that statement. 

General MrpDLETON was then cross-examined : 

By My Sven 

220. Who were your aides at Battleford and during the campaign, General 
Middleton ?—Capt. Wise was until he was wounded, and then Capt. Freer. 

221. Was Bedson in any way employed under you ?—Yes; he was employed as 
chief of the transport, I think that was the title he had. 

222. Was Mr. Reed filling any position ?—Yes; Mr. Reed was also attached to 
me. He was lent to me by Mr. Dewdney and attached to my staff. He was with 
me for his knowledge of the country and his knowledge of the Indians. 

223. Were these two gentlemen with you from the time you left Fort Pitt up 
to the time you went to Battleford ?—From what time? 
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224, From the time you left Battleford to go to Fort Pitt ?—They were both with 
‘me, to the best of my belief. 

225, Were they both with you when you returned: to Battleford ?—On my way 
‘down ? : 

226. Yes?—I think so. Yes; to the best of my belief, they were, as far as I can 
remember. 

227. You knew that Bremner was at the Fort ?~-When I returned ? 

228. At the time when the furs were taken?—I knew he was there; I do not 
think I knew exactly whether he was or not. 

229. Do you remember who told you, who communicated the fact that Brem- 
ner was there ?—After he had come in ? 

230. Yes?—I do not know. It was reported to me by some one of my staff that 
those half-breeds were coming in from Poundmaker’s band. I cannot remember 
who it was. 

231. Was it, or was it not, reported that there were a quantity of furs there ?— 
Yes; I have stated that. 

232. What was the report made to you as to the furs ?—Simply that those men 
had a lot of furs and they were being taken away. 

233. You ordered, what, to be done ?—As far as I can remember, I suppose I must 
have ordered them to be taken to the Police barracks. 

234. Did you or did you not ?—I do not remember, but I have not the slightest 
doubt, I ordered them to be taken into charge. 

235. How long after you ordered them to be taken in charge, assuming you 
did make such an order, or was it before you ordered the arrest of the half-breeds ?— 
That I cannot say at all. I suppose it must have been about that time ; I do not know 
whether he was left at his camp or not. Ileft two days afterwards, 

236. It would be before you left Battleford ?—I think so—yes. 

237. Were these half-breeds arrested and taken to Regina ?—I know as to that 
only by hearsay, I never saw them again. 

238. You ordered their arrest ?—I believe [ did. I must have done it, because 
I was the only person, I fancy there, who could have done it. 

239. Do you know of your own knowledge they were kept in prison at Regina? 
—I do not know anything about that. 

240. You left Battleford and went where, after taking in these furs ?—I went 
to Fort Pitt. 

241. Did Reed and Bedson accompany you?—yYes, I think they both did. 
Bedson. I know, did. And I think Reed went up with him. 

242. You are positive about that ?—Yes; I think so. 

243. Now, was anything said at Fort Pitt about these furs of Bremner; the 
furs that had been taken from the half-breeds that had been brought into Battleford ? 
—Not until [ had returned to Fort Pitt, after the pursuit of Big Bear. 

244, How long were you engaged in that ?—I can easily tell by referring to 
some of my reports. I must have been a fortnight, or something of that sort. 

245, Then you returned to Fort Pitt ?—Yes. 

246, Then the conversation took place respecting the furs ?—Yes. 

247. Between whom did the conversation take place?—As far as I can 
remember, it was between Mr, Hayter Reed and myself, and some of the others, I 
suppose there were some of the others present. 

* 248. What was the conversation ?—Simply that after having talked about those 
men being rebels, he reminded me that the furs were there. They were, he said, in 
bales in the Police barracks. He had been down to Battleford, I think. ; 

249. Reed had been down to Battleford, and he reminded you that the furs were 
there ?—Yes. 

250, And those men having been proved to be rebels you decided that they 
were rebels ?—Yes, 

251. There was no proof about it ?—No. 

252. You ordered, what ?—Some furs to be confiscated. 
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253. In what manner did you indicate that order—by writing or by word of 
mouth ?—By word of mouth. 

254. Was there any writing signed by you, directing that those furs should be 
confiscated ?—Not that I know of. ; 

255. Did you give an order respecting the furs in writing 2—Not to my belief. 
No; I did not. 

256. Did you direct Hayter Reed to give any orders ?—Well, I told him that, 
the furs were confiscated. He then asked what was to be done with them, and then, 
as far as L can remember, as I have said, some of the members of the staff might. 
have some—they said they supposed they might have some. 

257. What members of the staff were to have them ?—Well, the only ones I can 
remember who were there, were Mr. Hayter Reed, Bedson and Freer, I think. 

258, Did you say Freer was to have any of them?—I do not know that T said. 
personally whose name. 

259. Do you remember whether you named Reed or Bedson?—I was talking 
to them. 

260. The furs were to go to them ?—Yes. 

261. And they were to go to yourself?—I have no doubt I said I might as well 
have some too. 

262. You might as well have some too ?—Not the slightest doubt. 

| 263, Did you ask Mr. Hayter Reed to instruct the man at Battleford as to what 
quantity he should put up for you, and what quantity he should put up for himself and 
Bedson’—No; I do not think I gave any directions at all further than the general 
ones. I had a lot to do, and my staff did everything regarding that, and after that 
the matter went away from my mind. 

264, Will you say, General, you did not tell Hayter Reed to have two boxes put 
up for you?—To the best of my belief I did not tell him that. 

265. Was there anything passed between you and Hayter Reed on that occasion 
or any other whereby it was agreed or understood that two boxes were to be put up 
for you ?—Well, no; not that L can remember. 

266. Was the letter that was written by Reed, written in your presence? It 
was in a tent, was itnot? Was it ina tent?—I do not know. I was in a tent. 

267. Was the letter written in a tent ?—Not that I know of. I have not the 
slightest remembrance about the letter, or what was written or anything about it. 

268. Did Reed communicate to you at all about the quantity of furs at the fort? 
—No; merely they talked generally as to the quantity. 

269. As to the quantity ?—As to the quantity. 

270. Did you know that Reed had sent the letter off by a courier ?—Well, I cer- 
tainly cannot remember. In the first place there was no other means of sending 
letters that were sent. 

271. Do youremember the fact ?—No; Ido not. I donot think he ever thought. 
it necessary to tell me. 

272. You were to get the furs? Was anything said as to when they were to be 
delivered to you ?—Not that I remember at all. 

273. You were going down on the boat, of course ?—I was going down on the 
boat. Of course, I do not remember what day it was exactly. 

274. Was there anything said about the furs being ready for the boat as it went 
down ?—Nothing at all that I can remember. 

275, Have you any recollection, General, as to what took place on that occasion 
at all, more than the general conversation that there was a quantity of furs, and you 
would take some of them and some of them might be put up for yourself and staff ? 
—TI have no general recollection of anything else. 

276. That is a general recollection ?—That is a general recollection. 

277. You do not pretend to tell the Committee what was said literally on that 
occasion ?—No. 

278. Now, if Reed did write a letter directing the man in charge, Warden, to- 
put up these furs, two for General Middleton, one for Bedson, one for himself? You 
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will not say that these were not instructions given by you?-—No; I will not say he 
was not justified in giving those instructions, 

279. You won’t say that these were not instructions given by you?—I never 
gave any instructions that I was to have two boxes or two anything. 

280. If Hayter Reed wrote such a letter, he wrote it on his own responsibility 
without any instructions from you ?—I considered he had received instructions, 
That I would confiscate the furs and might have some of them. 

281. Now, [suppose you are satisfied now you had no power to confiscate the furs ? 
—Well, I suppose virtually, really and legally, I had not. 

282. When did you acquire a knowledge of that?—Only lately. I do not think 
I ever considered the point at all. 

283. You give the Committee to understand that at the time you gave these 
directions you believed you had the right to confiscate the furs—that is, to appro- 
priate them to your own use ?—Yes. I thought I was the ruling power up there, 
owing to the state of the country, owing to the state of war, that I could do pretty 
much as I liked, as long as it was within reason. I did not think it was unreason- 
able to allow a few of those furs to be taken and the bulk left behind. 

284, Was the bulk left behind ?—That I do not know. 

285. You did not take the trouble to inquire ?—I never asked any questions 
about it. 

286. Were you on the boat that day ?—I came down on the boat. 

287. Did you see, or did you not see, any parcels there on board addressed to 
you ?—No; distinctly not. 

288. Did you speak to either Reed or Bedson ?—No; I did not. I do not think 
I saw Reed again; he was left behind. 

289. Did you speak to Bedson ?—No. 

290. Nothing was said to Bedson, coming down ?—No. 

291. Did Bedson and Reed go to the fort ?—I do not know. 

292. Did you go to the fort ?—I went wherever the funeral service was read. 

293. That was all ?—Yes. 

294. Nothing said at all coming down—no mention made about the furs ?—No; 
not that I remember. ? 

295. All that you remember about the fwrs is what took place in your tent on 
the day this letter was written by Reed ?—That is all I remember, 

296. Did you give any receipt to Warden for the furs ?—Who, me ? 

297. Yes ?—Certainly not, that I know of. I never did. 

298, Did you authorize anybody to give a receipt for them ?—I do not know. I 
think that when I told them they could take the furs, I rather think I said they would 
have to give a receipt. I rather think I told them they would have to give a 
receipt, 

_ 299, That they would have to give a receipt. Did you, prior to meeting on 
the boat that day from Battleford, ever give any order for furs ta any of the 
officers ?—No. . 

300. Did you ever authorize anybody to give orders ?—No, not to the best of 
my belief; I never did. 

301. Did you know that officers were getting furs there from time to time ?— 
No, I did not. 

302, Do you know how many furs were left ?—I had not the slightest idea. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 


303. Did you know, as a matter of fact, whether any of your officers had any 
of these furs ?—No, it was never told to me or brought to my notice. 


By Mr, Lister ; 


304. Where were the furs to go, General. You were on your way to Ottawa, I 
suppose ?—Yes, [ was on my way to Winnipeg. 
305. To Ottawa vid Winnipeg ?—I did not go to Ottawa then, I went to 
Regina first and then to the Rockies, 
ee Where were these furs to go ?—Which furs ? 
—2 
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307. The furs of Bremner: the furs at Battleford ?—I left them there, I never 
thought any more about it. 

308. Your instructions were to put up some furs for yourself, some for Reed and 
some for. Bedson. Where were your furs to go—where were they to be taken to? 
—I do not know. I never gave any orders for them to be taken anywhere. I 
supposed they would be put on board the steamer. 

309. For Ottawa ?—No, for Winnipeg: I was only going to Winnipeg. 

310, Did you ever make any inquiries about these furs ?—No; I did not. 

311, Never inquired of the captain of the boat, coming across the Lake ?—I never 
even saw them. My baggage was looked after by my aides-de-camp. 

312. Who were they ?—Both were on board then—Wise and Freer. They would 
look after my baggage and make any inquiries or anything of that sort. 

By Mr, Casgrain : 

313. Would they know about these two bales spoken of—whether they were on 

board ?—Well, I should think so. 
By Mr. Lister : 

314. Then you never saw the furs, to your knowledge ?—Never. 

315. You have no personal knowledge as to whether they were put on the boat 
or not ?—None whatever. 

316. The directions were that the furs might be put up some for yourself, some 
for Reed and some for Bedson ?—That is the original. 

317. These were the original instructions. Did you sell furs to John Martin 
& Co., or any other person in Montreal ?—No, I bought some from John Martin. 

318. Did you sell any ?—No. 

319. Did you send any to him ?—No, not that I know of. I never had any- 
thing to do with Martin in selling furs. 

320, Did you to Henderson & Co, ?—I never sent any there at all. 

321, Did you ever authorize any to be sent?—Lhad some, I sent to Devlin; I do 
not know what he did with them. He told me he was going to send them to New 
York, I think. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 
322, What Devlin is that. Is that the Ottawa man ?—Yes. 
By Mr,.Lister : 

323. Were they sold to him ?—I do not know—I do not know what Devlin did 
with them. 

324. How did Devlin get them ?—I sent them to him. 

325. Did you sell them to him ?—To sell them for me. 

326. Any in Toronto ?—I do not know. I have not the slightest idea. I had 
some minks, and I did not want them. I had a great many of them, and I sent them 
down. 

327. Did you make presents of furs to different people ?—Yes, a few. 

328. Did you telegraph to Col. Morris at any time to dispose of the furs left at 
Battleford ?—No. 

329, You do not know whether your aides did or not?—No, I do not think so. 

330. Of course, you do not know how many furs were left at Battleford ?—Not 
the least. 

By Mr. Casgrain: 

331. What quantity of furs did you deliver to Mr. Devlin?—I do not know. I 
bought a lot of furs when I was up there, and had a great number given to me. 
There were some that I did not want to use—they were of no use—and the money I 
got from these was to pay for the dressing of the others. 

332. Were there any of the Bremner furs ?—None whatever. 

By the Chairman: 

333. I just want to ask the General whether, in point of fact, you knew that two 

bales of furs had been sent ?—No, I did not. 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

334, You said that the furs you sent to Devlin were some that you bought in 

the North-West, and some had been given to you ?—Yes. 
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335, You are sure none of them were Bremner’s furs?—I am perfectly certain. 
By Mr. Lister : 

336. Why are you certain, General ?—Because I know the exact number of the 
furs I bought and I know the exact quantity, and I also know that the furs I did get 
were most of them very bad and worth very little. 

337. The Bremner furs were good ones, were they ?—I was told they were. 
And moreover, another thing which made me certain was, that there were beaver 
in Bremner’s and I had very few beavers indeed, 

338. Bremner had not many beaver?—And I had no valuable furs whatever. 

339, You had 400 to 450 skunks ?—Yes. 

340. 350 to 400 minks ?—I do not know exactly, 

341. 500 to 600 muskrats. 

Mr, Kirkpatrick—They were not Bremner’s. 

The General—I happen to know that I had forty-three and a-half beaver. 

342. You said the only furs you brought down were such as you had bought or 
which were given to you ?—Yes. 

343. Do you state here that you did not get a quantity of furs from Prince 
Albert—the Batoche furs?—Part of those furs given to me were those taken at 
Batoche. 

344. Who gave them to you?—That is the thing I want to know now. 

Mr, Lister—My instructions are that a cart load of these furs were taken from 
Batoche ‘to Prince Albert, and they got into the hands of the General. 

Mr, Kirkpatrick—It is very unfair to make a statement of that kind. 

General Middleton—There is not the slightest truth in that. 

Col. Lisdale—If he asks the General about any other furs, in justice to himself, 
the General ought to be allowed to make a full statement. 

Mr. Weldon (St. John)—Certainly, a full statement. 

Col. Tisdale—Mr, Lister stated if he was allowed to do that he would go into 
the whole question. 

The General—I think I can make a statement and there will not be the least 
necessity to, call witnesses to attempt to disprove it. 

Mr, Lister—I wish to ask the General about the Batoche furs. If the Com- 
mittee say they do not desire it, why that is an end to the matter. 

Col. Tisdale—We have already decided that that is irrelevant to this case. 

Mr. Lister—If General Middleton wants to make a. statement regarding the 
Batoche furs, I am quite content he should do so. 

_, General Middleton—I would like very much to make a statement, merely with 
a view that this fact has been made public. 
By Mr. Lister : 

345, Did you, or did you not get a quantity of furs at Prince Albert or 
Batoche, or at any other point in that portion of the country ?—I afterwards 
did, but I would like to relate to you how. After Batoche was taken, of 
course, I am perfectly aware that there were furs and things taken at Batoche, 
and that I do not think is to be wondered at in the circumstances of the 
case. In the middle of hard fighting, the men found these things, but the private 
houses and property of loyal people, anywhere near the place, was not touched. 
But I did not consider it was my duty to protect the property of the rebels that we had 
just been fighting hard with. Had the men of the force not helped themselves to 
these things, they would have fallen into the hands of the teamsters and camp fol- 
lowers, who were always around. They would have carried everything off, and 
therefore nothing would have been safe.’ But all the property of the women and 
children who were left behind, and I suppose, the fighters put their most valuable 
property in the camps, where these women were to be taken care of, and these were 
taken care of by our men. I would like to take this opportunity of saying that I 
am perfectly certain in a general way that the conduct of the force during that 
campaign was most creditable, They did nothing that would not have been done 
by the highest trained troops in the world, and they behaved in that way. I am 


borne out in this, to a considerable degree by letters which I have, and which I was 
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very glad to get from Bishop Grandin, As I say, there is no doubt there were 
furs. When I got to Prince Albert, my aide-de-camp, who was. wounded and put on 
the steamer, told me at Prince Albert, that somebody had put a box on board the 
steamer and said it was forme. I asked him, ‘‘ Do you know what it is?’ and he 
said, “Yes, it is furs,” and I said, “Who put it on board ?” and he said, “I have not 
the slightest idea; it was brought to me. It was a heavy box which was put on 
board, and I was told it was for you.” I asked, “ where it was?” and he said it was 
at the house he was staying at. He was staying at Macdowall’s. 

346. Who was this person who gave you the information ?—Captain Wise. I 
left it there with him. Of course, | supposed it was some of these furs from Batoche, 
but I did not trouble myself about it. It did not much matter when they were furs 
—I did not see them and went away. Afterwards he told me he had opened the box, 
to put in a buffalo head which Mr. Macdowall had given me, and he opened the box 
to put it in, then closed it, and afterwards sent it by team to Qu’Appelle, where it 
went down to await my arrival at Winnipeg. That was the box that was stated to 
have been sent to Qu’Appelle. That is all I know about it. 

347. Did that box come down ?—Yes, I got that box. That box held those furs 
which you have down there on that paper. 

348. You did not know who put them up for you ?—I have not the slightest idea 
—I have not the slightest doubt it was done by some men of the force who got them, 
and they thought it was a nice compliment to pay me, so they put in on board. I did 
not want to ask about it. 

349, The box came to Ottawa, and you got them, I suppose ?—Having got so 
far as that, I would like to be allowed to touch aiso on the horse business. I was 
accused of appropriating a horse. I say it is perfectly true I used a horse that was 
taken—one of the rebel horses taken at Batoche. I used it during the rest of the 
campaign. You must remember that, as Major General in the field, I was entitled 
to five horses, whereas | contented myself with one,.and I found the work so hard 
on this horse that I must get another horse, and I gladly took possession of this horse 
that was brought to me, so I used that horse all through the rest of the campaign. 
As soon as the campaign was over, I brought it down to Winnipeg, and it remained 
there while I went to the Rockies, and when I came back, and was starting from 
Winnipeg for home, I left the horse there. It was handed over to the Government 
auctioneer and sold. The horse I got is not a white horse. It was really a light 
iron-grey. 

350, Did you bring him to Ottawa ?—No; I left him at Winnipeg. 

351. Did you bring any horse to Ottawa ?—My own horse. 

352. That you took up ?—I did not take any up. I got them all there. 

353. There were half a dozen horses ?—No; certainly not. 


By Mr. Casgrain : 
354, Do you know to whom that horse belonged ?—I do not know. I do not 
know whether the man was killed at Batoche or not. 


By Mr; Lister: 


355. The man who had the horse told you it was a horse he had found on the 
plains ?—No, He said it was found in the stable with another horse belonging to one 
of my officers, who at Fish Creek, had got off his horse and lost itand the enemy 
had got hold of it, and the officer who brought it to me said he found two grey 
horses in the stable. 

356, Having lost one horse, he took two ? 

357. Was it Captain Wise who told you these furs had been put on board at 
Prince Albert ?—They had been put on board at Batoche. 

358. Were they not taken up at Prince Albert ?—Captain Wise was on his way 
up from Batoche and took these furs with him. They were put on board and he 
went up to Prince Albert. Being wounded he remained at Prince Albert. 

359. Captain Wise took the furs up to Prince Albert?—Yes, They were putin 
a box for me, 80 Captain Wise told me. 

360, He was stopping at Mr. Macdowall’s ?—Yes. 
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361. These furs were taken from Batoche to Prince Albert ?—Yes ; he took them 
out of the steamer. 

362. Who put them on the steamer ?—That is what he says, he does not know—he 
never knew who put them on the steamer. He was told by one of the crew, who 
said, “There is a box for the General on board.” When he heard this it was the first he 
knew of it. I never gave any orders, and never had the remotest idea of it. 

363. The furs belonged to Batoche in the first place ?—I suppose so. 

364. You went to Prince Albert with Captain Wise ?—No, I did not. 

365. Did Captain Wise go to Prince Albert ?—Captain Wise went on board the 
steamer, and I marched. 

366. These furs went to Prince Albert on the steamer ?— Yes. 

367. Captain Wise told you the furs were on the boat?—I never saw Captain 
Wise on the boat, 

368. He told you the furs were on the boat ?—Captain Wise told me he had 
landed these furs at Prince Albert. 

369, That he had landed the furs ?—He told me the whole of this story, that 
some one had put these furs on board. He did not know who they were, and he had 
brought them on. ‘ 

370. He had never taken the trouble to look for them ?—I fancy he must have 
known they were furs. 

371. That you might have them ?—He said they were put on board for me. 

372. Did not say who put them on?—I did ask him who put them on, and he 
said he did not know. 

373. What quantity of furs were they ?—I have got a list of them. 

374. A considerable quantity ?—Yes; only they were a bad, inferior fur. 

375. (Producing a list). Were these the ones ?—I think so, what you read there. 

376. You said you authorized some one to sell some for you ?—These were the 
minks. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John) : 

377. Is it the same steamer that went down from Batteford ?—It is a different 
occasion. 

378. Was it previous to this ?—This was in May, the steamer left Batoche with 
Captain Wise and a few other people who were wounded and sick. I think it was 
the 30th May, and they went straight to Prince Albert and landed there. We 
marched. 

Col. Tisdale—The General knew nothing about it, until he arrived at Prince 
Albert. 

By Mr, Weldon (St. John) : 

379. Was that the same steamer that you afterwards went down from Battleford 

in ?—The steamer I went in afterwards, was the “‘ Marquis,” I think. 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

380. Did you get any furs when you went to the Rocky Mountains ?—Yes, I 
bought a lot of furs at the Stoney Reserve. 

381. Did you know Mr. McLean ?—I got some from him. 

382. He is the man at Fort Pitt ?--The only order, I think I got from Mr. Mc- 
Lean at Fort Pitt. 

By Mr, Weldon (St. John) : 

383-4, Is that the same steamer that came down to Battleford ?—I forget now. I 
came down from Fort Pitt to Battleford, I think, about the 2nd, or 3rd, or 4th of July. 

Col. Tisdale—This all happened in May. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John) : 

385. What steamer was it you came in from Fort Pitt to Battleford ?—I think 
it was the “ Marquis.” 

386. Where did you first see this box Capt. Wise referred to—when ?—In Ot- 
tawa. I never saw any of my baggage until I got to Ottawa. 

387. How many boxes or packages of furs had you ?—They were contained in 
little boxes—three or four, as far as | can remember. The boxes were small ones 
put into a large one, so as to reduce the bulk of my baggage. That is, I believe, 
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what was done. When I got down here I saw all these boxes, and that is the first 
time I had seen them opened, or had seen them. 

388. Was it only one large box or more than one?—I do not know at this 
moment—lI cannot remember. I think there was one large box and one small one. 

389, And this large one contained the other packages inside, boxes or bales ?— 
Boxes. Because, as it happens, I got a great many of these boxes. There were 
most of them small American boxes that we found in pursuit of Big Bear. He used 
to throw them away when they were hard pressed, and we used to find two or three 
of these boxes in different parts, 

By Mr, Casgrain : 


390. Was it the large box used for packing saddles ?—I do not think so. What- 


ever it was, I got it at Winnipeg. 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

391. You say McLean and other people gave you a lot of furs ?—I had innum- 
erable furs given to me. 5 

392. These were the furs that you sent to Devlin’s ?—These were the furs, and 
the ones that I got which were sent tomeat Batoche. These were the whole of the furs 
I have ever had, and some of the furs I happen to be able to particularize. For 

‘instance, the only otter I had, were those I had got up at Stoney Reserve, and the 
fisher. I had only one fisher. I really did not know what a fisher was, and I got 
one that was shot, on the line of march, by poor Capt. French, and he skinned it 
himself, and gave it to me, telling me it was a fisher. 

By Mr, Weldon (St. John) : 

393. You never saw Bremner at all?—To the best of my belief, I never did. 

394. Do you recollect seeing his clerk, Caplette?—I have no recollection what- 
ever; he certainly never came to me, to complain about anything. 

By Mr, Lister: 

395. Did you see him in Winnipeg about his furs ?—Bremner ? 

396. A little after he got out of prison?—Bremner? I never saw the man in 
my life, that I remember. 

397. He says he went to Sir Adolphe Caron, you and somebody else, about his 
furs, in Winnipeg ? 

By Mr, Kirkpatrick : 

398. Were you in Winnipeg when Sir Adolphe Caron was there ?—I have been 
there every year. 

By Mr. Lister : 

399. He says he went to see you in Winnipeg ?—I am perfectly certain that if he 
had come to see me, I should have remembered, You cannot expect me to remember 
every tiifling conversation that took place five years ago. I do not pretend to do 
that. Certainly, prominent things [can remember. If Bremner had come to me 
and spoken to me about the furs, I am perfectly certain I should have remembered 
it. Moreover, if he had come to me and appealed to me, I certainly should have 
listened to him, 

400, He says he did, General ?—I never saw him at all, to the best of my belief. 


Hayter Resp called and sworn, after which he made the following statement :— 

I was on the General’s staff, from Prince Albert west, during the North-West 
troubles in 1885. When we were at Fort Pitt in June, he placed me temporarily 
in charge of the transport service, while the troops were making a forced march 
after Big Bear’s party. On the return of the troops to Fort Pitt, 1 made a hurried 
trip on Indian affairs to Battleford. While there I saw a lot of furs ina Police store- 
house. Quartermaster-Sergeant Warden was in charge of this storehouse. I was 
told that these furs had been taken from persons who were rebels. On my return to 
Fort Pitt a day or two afterwards, I reported these facts with reference to the furs to 
the General. He then decided to confiscate them, and directed me to write, saying 
they were to be confiscated. He requested me, at the same time, to have some of 
them put up for himself, and he said that some might also be put up for members of 
his staff. I accordingly at once wrote a letter addressed to Warden, informing him 
of the General’s order for the confiscation of the furs, and that he desired to have 
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some put up for himself, and also that some were to be put up for Bedson and myself, 
and I think another member of the staff, but [do not remember. I further requested 
Warden to take a receipt, or make a memorandum of who got furs, and the quantity. 
I gave a letter to the proper officer to be forwarded to Battleford, and I expected that 
the furs would be put up ready when we reached that place by boat in two or three 
days afterwards. We got to Battleford by boat on the following Sunday. The 
General was also on board. He did not, so far as I know, go to the storehouse. 
I went there, accompanied by Mr. Bedson, and saw one box, which I was 
told contained the furs put in in accordance with my letter, except the parcel 
for myself, which was not in this box. I cannot remember what I saw put 
in the second box, beyond a package of lynx and two or three small packages 
of mink furs. The contents of the two boxes would not, I believe, be more than one- 
eighth of the total quantity of furs in the storehouse at the time. When Mr. Bedson 
and I were in the storehouse the furs were, loosely piled upon the floor. None of 
the furs in either ot the boxes were for me. It was understood that Bedson was to 
give a receipt for the furs in the boxes, but as there was a great hurry to get 
off by steamer, he could not do so, but promised on arrival at Winnipeg, on knowing 
the contents of the boxes, to send a receipt back to Battleford. I do not remember 
whether I saw the boxes taken out of the storehouse or not, nor whether there was 
an address on them or not, but I think the first-mentioned box was addressed to the 
General. I do not know what became of them afterwards, except that I understood 
they went on board the steamer. The parcel of furs intended for me was not put on 
board the steamer, but wassent overland to me at Regina, reaching me several months 
afterwards, I kept none of the furs, but sent back the parcel to Battleford to the 
Police storehouse shortly after I got it, and I believe it has remained in the Police 
storehouse at Battleford ever since. After the steamer left Battleford, I myself re- 
mained there for two or three days on Indian affairs, and I then went west attending 
to my official duties, and was absent some months, when I returned to Regina. During 
the whole of my service connected with the North-West trouble I never received or 
obtained any furs, except one skin which was given to me for assisting in relieving 
the white people who were prisoners in Big Bear’s camp, and this I received long 
after the rebellion was over and after I returned to Regina, 
’ Cross-examined by Mr. Lister : 

401. Do you know who the furs in Battleford belonged to ?—I believed they all 
belonged to rebels. 

402. To what rebel ?—To the rebels. 

403. Did you not hear they belonged to Bremner ?—I did, 

404. Then it was to a rebel—not rebels. You heard they were Bremner’s furs. 
That is what they were called at the Fort ?—Yes. 

405. Were you there when they were taken into the Fort ?—I was not. 

406. How long afterwards was it, after they were taken into the Fort, that you 
first saw them ?—It must have been at least two weeks, I fancy. Ido not know 
when they were taken into the Fort only from what I heard. 

407. Did you examine the furs at all ?—No. 

408. Did you look at them ?—Nothing more than a casual glance. 

409. Where was it you saw General Middleton after the taking of the furs into 
the fort ?—At Fort Pitt. 

410. What conversation took place between you and General Middleton respect- 
ing those furs ?—I reported what | had seen. 

411. What did you report ?—That I had seen those furs, and I was told to whom 
they belonged. 

412. You told him they belonged to Bremner; that is, you told General Middle- 
ton ?—Yes. 

413, That you had seen the furs; did you intimate to him the quantity ?—I 
think not. 

414, Will you swear you did not do that ?—As far as I can remember. 

415. You did not tell him whether there was a large quantity or a small 


quantity of furs ?—I may have said a large quantity. 


416, That was the truth—there was a large quantity ?—Yes. 

417. Of valuable furs ?—Well, I cannot tell, because I did not see the inside of 
them. 

418. You did not go over them ?—No, 

419. They appeared to be good furs ?—As far as aman could judge. They were 
packed in bales and things of that sort, inside out, as a rule. 

420. You told them they were Bremner’s furs ?—As far as I remember, I did. 

421. You knew that they were Bremner’s furs before going to Fort Pitt ?— 
Yes, I must have known that. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 

423. Did you know Bremner at the time ?—I do not think I ever saw Bremner 
before that time. 

By Mr. Lister: 

424. You said they were furs taken from Bremner, and when you saw General 
Middleton, you told him that they were Bremner’s furs ? Now, who first commenced 
the conversation as to the confiscation of the furs? Who suggested that the 
Bremner furs should be confiscated ?—I cannot remember that. 

425, Had you considerable talk about it ?—There was talk. 

426. Who was present besides you and the General ?—Mr. Bedson, and, I fancy,, 
Mr. Freer, the General’s aide. 

427. Do you remember that he was present ?—I cannot swear positively. 

428. Will you swear positively that Bedson was present ?—Yes. 

429. You are sure the General, Bedson and yourself were present ?—Yes. 

430. Did Bedson say anything about furs?—I cannot remember the exact con- 
versation which took place. 

431. What did you tell the General that induced him to confiscate them ?—I 
don’t know that I told him anything but saving that these furs were there. 

432, What more ?—Nothing more that I know of. 

433. Did you tell him Bremner was a rebel?—I do not know as I did, because 
I thought the General understood. 

431. You do not remember, then. The idea of confiscation came from the 
General ? 

435, What did he tell you to do ?—He told me to write and confiscate them. 

436. And how to dispose of them? 

437. What did he tell you as to their disposition ?—He told me to have some 
put up for himself, and some to be put up for Bedson and myself, and, it was under- 
stood, for his staff, if they wanted any. 

438. He authorized you to write that there should be some put up for himself, 
some for Bedson, and some for yourself, Will you swear he authorized you to put 
a any more ?—It was understood that, if the others wanted them, they could have 
them. 

439. Do you know if any others wanted them, as a matter of fact ?—Yes. 

440. Who?—Captain Hague wanted to get furs. 

441. Could he get them if he went there for them ?—Went where ? 

442, To Battleford. Could he have got the furs if he had asked for them ?—If 
he had asked, he would have had some of these. 

443, Do you know if he got some of these ?—I believe some were put up for him, 

444, Do you knowif furs were put up for any other officers ?—I cannot remember. 

445. Now, what you do remember is, that General Middleton directed you to 
order, that some of the furs should be put up for himself, some for yourself, and some 
for Bedson and the other officers, But you are not sure about that. Did you write 
the letter ?—I did. 

446. Where ?—At Fort Pitt. 

447, In the General’s tent ?—I think go, 

448. Do you remember that ?—I must have been there, I fancy. I had not a 


tent of my own, and I had not writing material, and I fancy it must have been in the 
General’s tent. 
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449, Did you write the letter in the presence of General Middleton ?—I think 
80. 

450. Have you any doubt about it, Mr. Reed ?—If he was not in the tent, he 
was close by. 

451. Did you read the letter to him before sending it away ?—I do not think I 
did. 
452, Did you intimate to him what the contents of the letter was ?—He under- 
stood what the contents were. 

453. Did you, after writing a letter, intimate what the letter contained ?—He 
knew at the time of writing, 

454, Then he knew the contents of the letter ?—Yes. 

455, Did that letter direct that two boxes should be put up for General Middle- 
ton ?—No. 

456. You will swear to that ?—I will swear to that. 

457. Positively ?—Positively. 

458, And that one should be put up for yourself and one for Bedson ?—I will 
swear that they were not boxes; they were packages. 

459. How many of these for the General? Two for the General, one for you 
and one for Bedson ?—Yes, 

460. Instead of boxes it was packages ?—Yes., 

461. The letter directed that it should be two for the General, one for yourself 
and one for Bedson ?—Yes, 

462. You are distinct on that ?—Yes. 

463, Did you give any directions as to where and when they should be shipped ? 
—Yes. 

464, How were they to be shipped, and when ?—They were to be ready to be 
placed on the steamer as they went by. 

465. What steamer ?—The steamer the General was on. 

466. Who was on the steamer with the General ?—His staff, 

467. Did you go down ?—I did not. 

468. You were not there?—I went as far as Battleford, but not further. 

469. You went as far as Battleford with the General ?—Yes. 

470. Bedson, the General, and the rest of the staff, were on board ?—Yes. 

471. Did you direct in your letter to pick out the best furs, to select the best 
furs ?—TI think I did. 

472. You did not want any common furs, I suppose, as they were going a long 
distance? Was the letter to this effect: That, by order of General Middleton, Warden 
was to put up four packages of furs, two for the General, one for yourself, and one 
for Bedson; that he was to select the best furs, and that they were to be shipped on 
the boat that brought the General down to Prince Albert?—Yes. 

473. Now, you reached Battleford with General Middleton ?—Yes. 

474, Bedson was with you. Did you go up to where the furs were ?—I did. 

475. Who accompanied you ?—Bedson. 

476. Bedson and you went up to where the furs were? Why did you go there? 
—To see that they were shipped. 

4765. Had you had any conversation with the General about the furs on the way 
down ?—I do not remember. 

477. Will you swear that you did not or that you do not remember ?—I do not 
remember. 

478. You do not remember having any conversation? At all events, you and 
Bedson went to Battleford to see that the furs were shipped ?—Yes. 

479. Where did you find them ?—In the storehouse. 

480. How were they packed ?—When we went in, there was a box standing 
there, and I was told that the furs were in this box. 

481, All the furs ?—I understood that, except the package for myself. 

482, Now, the furs were directed to be put up ?—Yes. 

483. There was a package put up for you ?— Yes. 
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484, You saw that package ?—I have no distinct recollection, but I believe there 
was one put up for me. 

485, Did Bedson ask, now, about the package for him ?—I do not remember that, 

486. Did Bedson have a package put up for himself there at that time ?—Yes. 

487. So, in addition to the furs in the box and the package for you, Bedson had 
another package put up for himself ?—I do not know whether it was exclusively for 
himself, It was intended for himself and the rest of his staff. 

488. You saw them put up ?—Yes. 

489. Did you go through the box of furs at all; were they looked over ?—I do 
not know. 

490, Will you swear that Bedson did not look through the first box ?—No; be- 
cause I think it was nailed down when we got there. 

491. Did you open up your box of furs ?—No,; I think not. 

492. How many furs did Bedson have put up in this other package ?—AIl I can 
remember is what I stated in this statement, a bundle of lynx and some minks. 

By Mr, Weldon (St. John) : 
493. That was in Bedson’s package ?—Yes. 
By Mr. Lister : 

494, Now, your directions to the man at the barracks were, that the furs should 
be shipped on the boat ?—Yes. 

495. Who did you give these orders to ?—When the letter was written. 

496. Of course that letter was forwarded asking that they be ready for ship- 
ment by boat that brought down the General ?—Yes. 

497, You saw the furs packed ?—Yes. 

498, Was there anything said about when the boat would leave?—Yes. 

499. What was that ?—I cannot say exactly what was said. 


500. Did you tell Warden the boat would leave at a certain hour, and to have . 


the furs down there ?—No. 

501. Did you hear Bedson tell him?—Yes; I think so. 

502. Have you any doubt at all but what the furs were taken down and put on 
the boat ?—No. 

503. No doubt whatever ?—No. 

504-5. Then your bundle of furs went to Regina and you followed ?—Yes, 

506. Did you open the bundle ?—No. 

507. How long was it after your visit to Battleford before you saw that bundle 
again—after the day those furs were put on board, how long was it before you saw 
this bundle of furs that had been put up for you ?—Some months. 

508. They were sent to youat Regina ?—Yes. 

509, How long did you keep them ?—Two or three months, I think. 

510. Why did you not keep them altogether ?—Because of a question of pro- 
priety. It was a question as to the confise:tion, and I sent it back. 

511. You questioned the propriety of the confiscation ?—The question was asked 
about the propriety of that confiscation. 

512. Who asked the question ?—I heard it spoken of. 

513, The question of the propriety of the confiscation, was the question ?—Yes, 

514. You immediately sent the furs back or kept them a couple of months ?—I 
wish to explain this. I was intending to go to Battleford and I thought I would 
take them myself, and, finally, I found I could not go and they were sent up. 

515, Where were they taken to ?—They were sent back to the storehouse. 

516. They were sent to Regina for you, and, after two months, the question of 
propriety arose, the legality of the confiscation, and you returned them to Battle- 
ford ?—Yes. 

517. How many years ago was that ?—That would be four years ago. 

518, You say they are there now ?—I think so, My belief is they are there. 


519. When did you enquire ?—I have been told by the police officers, and I have. 


also been told by the officers in command, up there, that they are there. 
520. When ?—On several occasions, 
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521. Of late years?—Last year. I think I was told by Commissioner Herchmer 
himself, and I can remember distinctly that Major Cotton told me they were there. 

522. When was that ?—A couple of years ago. 

523. How did you send them back—by rail ?—No, through the police. 

524, How long did you remain at Battleford after General Middleton left Battle- 
ford on that day ?—A few days. 

525. Were you ever in the room where these furs were again, between the time 
the General left and the time of your leaving ?—Yes. 

526. Did you notice whether the packages had been taken off ? 

Col. Tisdale—He said positively they were taken on the boat. 

Witness—They were not there, except the package for myself. 

By Mr. Lister : 

5247. The other packages had gone ?—Yes, I did not see them. 

528. Do you know what became of Bedson’s furs—the ones he got ?—I do not. 

529. Did you ever have any taik with him about it since ?—Except asking him 
for the receipt, and that is the first time I found out he had not received the furs, 
and that he did not give a receipt at Battleford, and I asked him for the receipt and 
he said he had not received them. He said they had been taken on the way down 
on the steamer. 

530. By whom—stolen?—He saw the box had been opened and that it was 
taken out on the way down. 

531. He never got them in consequence ? 

By Mr. Casgrain : 

532. That large box you saw, was there any address on it ?—I think so, as far 
as my memory goes. 

533. What address was it ?—General Middleton. 

By Mr, Insier : 

534. One question, Mr. Reed. Did you ever see Warden about this letter after- 
wards ?—Yes. 

535. Did you try to get that letter back from him ?—Yes. 

536. What for ?—Because it had some private correspondence in it. 

537. Any more correspondence than I have given you here, namely, that the 
furs were to be put up and shipped, and the quantities? Was there anything more 
in that letter than what I have stated ?—Yes; I think there was. 

538. Will you swear there was ?—As far as my memory goes. | 

539. Your letter is, that by General Middleton’s orders he was to put up so many 
packages of furs, and the best were to be selected, and they were to be shipped on 
the boat that brought the General and his staff down. Was there anything more in 
the letter ?—I think I told Warden not to make this public. 

540. That was in the letter ?—Yes. 

541. Was that done at the General’s request ?—It was. 

542. When was it that you saw Warden about getting that letter out ?—When 
we came down from Fort Pitt. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John) : 
543. While you were at Battleford, these few days ?—Yes, 
By Mr. Lister: 

544. What excuse did Warden give for not giving up the letter ?He did give 
it to me. 

545. You got the letter, as a matter of fact ?—Yes. 

546. Where is the letter ?—It is torn up, 

547. When was it torn up?—At that time. I want to say this, it was only the 
private part, and I gave the formal order back to Warden. 

548. You got the letter and you gave him a copy of the letter with the 
exception of the private part, and Warden got back all, except what you consider 
private ?—Yes. 

549. In order that he might hold it as a voucher for the furs ?—Yes, 

550. The original letter contained the statement that this was not to be made 
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Yes. 


public ?—Yes, 
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551. You got the original back, all but the order ?—Yes. 

552. Was the original torn up ?—The original was torn up, and the formal part 
rewritten and given back to Warden. | 

553. Why was it destroyed ?—Because he had shown this about, apparently, 
and owing to this private part in it. 

554, He had apparently shown it about ?—-Yes. 

555. You had heard he had been showing it, and owing to the private part you 
got the letter containing all, except that ?—Yes. 

By Mr. Girouard: 

556. Was the private part, that part that Warden was not to make it public, was 
there anything else in that private part ?—No. 

557, Are you sure about it ?—I do not know anything else, 

558, Did that letter mention that the goods were confiscated by order of the 
General ?—Yes. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John) : 

559. I understand that the original one you wrote from Fort Pitt was destroyed, 

and you wrote out a new one leaving out the parts you refer to ?—Yes, 
‘By Mire Lister 

560, Coming back to the letter, you say you destroyed that letter and it was 
last in your possession, that original letter that was written in the General’s tent ?— 
Yes. 

561. Now, was there one word in that letter about confiscation ?—Yes. 

562. Do you say there was any ?—Yes, 

563. Was there a word about confiscation. The original letter says, by order of 
General Middleton ?—I think it went on that General Middleton had decided to con- 
fiscate and then it read on that he had directed me, &c. 

564. To put up, &c. ?—Yes, 

565, And to select and to ship by the boat that would bring the General down. That 
was the letter was it? That was substantially the letter ?—Yes. 

By Mr. Girouard : 

566. The original letter ? 

Mr, Lister :—Were is a copy of the letter upon which we based the charge. 
The letter reads thus :— 


‘DEAR WARDEN,—General Middleton has instructed and authorized me to send 
you the present letter, desiring that vou put up bales of furs for the undermentioned : 
two bales for General Middleton, one for 8. L. Bedson, and one for myself. Please 
select the best and pack them down, as we will be down there to-morrow by boat. 

“HAYTER REED, 
“Assistant Commissioner of Indians.” 


567. Do you undertake to swear, Mr. Reed, that that is not the letter?—It is 
substantially correct, however, but I put in the word confiscation. 

568. Will you swear in writing the letter you put in the word “confiscate” ? 
Be careful about your answer ?—It is my firm belief I put in the word, 

By Mr. Girouard : 
569, And in the re-written, too ?—Yes. 
By Mr. Lister : 

570. You will swear that in the re-written letter you put the word “ confis- 
cate ”?—It is my firm belief. 

571. Are you sure that the letter you give there, in the original specifically 
contained the word ‘confiscate ”?—I firmly believe that both did, 

572. Look at that letter, and say whether it is substantially a copy of the sub- 
stituted letter ?—I would not express myself in that way: “General Middleton has 
instructed me or authorized me to send you the present letter.” 

573. How would you express yourself ?—I think it would be in this way: 
“General Middleton has decided to confiscate the Bremner furs, and desires that 
these packages be made up.” 

574, “And please select the best” ?—I think it said that. 
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ee And stating that the boat would be down next day with General Middle- 
ton ?—Yes. 

576. And not to make it public?—Yes. Then these names, as intimated in my 
statement, were on there. 

577. You think there was some other officer ?—Yes. 

By the Chairman : . 
578. Do I understand you to say you commenced the letter with the statement 
that General Middleton had confiscated the furs ?—Had decided to confiscate. 
By Mr, Laster : 
579. That letter was written by order of General Middleton ?—Yes. 
By Mr. Girouard: 

580. Where is the second letter; is that in the hand of Mr. Warden ?—I do not 
know. 

581. Could you tell the Committee where it is ?—No, 

582. Where did you see it last ?—In the hands of the police. 

583. Which police ?—In Battleford. 

584, You can give the name of the policeman ?—Mr. Warden. 

585. That is where you last saw the re-written letter ?—No; I would not say 
that; I have seen that; I have seen it since. 

586. Where did you see it last ?—I have seen that letter in Ottawa here. 

587. When did you see it ?—because it is important we should have it—When 
and where ?—In the hands of the police. 

588. What police in Ottawa ?—In the North-West Mounted Police Department. 

589. In the Department of the North-West Mounted Police; who had it there? 
What is the name of the officer who had it ?—Mr. Fortescue or Mr. White. 

590. You saw that letter in their hands ?—I saw it since I have been down here. 

591. Within a week, or two weeks ?—Six weeks or two months. 

592. Who gave it to that officer ?—I do not know. 

593. You saw it in his hands ?—I went there 

594. T'o look at it ?—No; to ask questions about this case. 

595. And they showed you the letter ?—Yes. 

596. Do you know where it is to-day ?—No. 

Buyer. Lister ; 

597. How long ago was this ?—Six weeks ago. 

598. Was that Department presided over by Mr. Fortescue or Mr. White ?— 
Mr, White. 

599. Did you believe at the time you wrote this letter, and at the time these 
furs were taken, that General Middleton had the power to confiscate ?—I certainly 
did, or I should not have taken action. 

600. You were acting in good faith ?—Yes; and I sent this package back be- 
cause I thought I had no right to them, 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John): 

601. Under what circumstances did you see this letter in the Department 
recently ?—I went to ask questions about this case. 

602. (Producing letter). This is the letter you wrote at Battleford, and which 
you saw in the Department ?—Yes. 

603. You recognise it as your handwriting ?—Yes. 

By Mr. Wood ( Westmoreland) : 

604. I understand you, Mr. Reed, that the General knew the contents of the first 
letter written ?—Yes. 

605. Did he give instructions that it should be kept private and that that should 
be inserted ?—Yes. 

606. Did he know that you wrote the second letter ?—No; he did not, 

607. That was issued without his authority ?—Yes. 

608. Of your own motion ?—Yes; that was done simply because his private 
clerk was in, and Warden had been showing it to people and it was being talked 
about. I said “I will give you the formal part of the order.” 

609. This private part was not the formal part ?—No. 
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610. Do you think the General intended it should be part of the order ?—He 
desired me to send that. 

611. You wrote this second letter of your own accord, because you had heard 
rumors ?—Yes. 

By Mr. Casgrain: 

612. Have you known Mr. Bremner since that time? ‘Yes. 

613. When did you see him first after this—after these furs were packed ?—I 
had seen him before this. 

614, Did he claim these furs then?—I did not speak to him. 

By Mr, Holton: 

615. Did you open the package of furs while it was in your possession ?—No. 

616, Did you get a list of the furs from Warden put up for you ?—No. 

617. Then you cannot speak of what was put up for you ?—No. 

618, You do not know what the contents of your package were?—No. 

By Mr. Tisdale: 

619. When you say that General Middleton knew the contents of this letter, 
what do you mean by that, that you showed it to him, or that he knew from the 
orders he had given you ?—From the orders he had given me. 

620, You gave the Committee to understand that you had communicated its 
contents to him. He knew it from the orders he had given you ?—Yes, I think so. 

621. Or do you mean you read it to him ?—No, I did not read it to him, 

622, You acted within the orders he gave you, and under them you afterwards 
wrote the letter ?—That is what ] firmly believe. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John) : : 

623. There was nothing in that letter except what you were ordered to write ? 

—No. 


By Mr, Kirkpatrick: 

624, You saw the quantity of furs that were in the storehouse ?—Yes. 

625. What proportion did those packed up and that came down on the steamer 
that day bear to the whole quantity ?—About one-eighth; something like that, or 
one-tenth. 

626. Bedson’s package and yours ?—These two cases and mine. 

By Mr. Girouard: 

627. What became of the rest ?—I do not know. 

628. Were they all confiscated, that is those that were in the room, as well as 
those that were on the steamer ?—Yes. 

By Mr, Casgrain: 

629. Do you know how those furs first reached that store ?—No; I do not. 

630. Do you know of anybody who knows how they came there first?—No. I 
did not know they were there until I saw them. 

General Middleton—I would like to say that I perfectiy agree with all that 
Mr. Reed has said, with the exception of that part where he intimated that I directed 
him to say it should be kept quiet. I certainly never directed him to put that in 
the letter, to the best of my belief, neither did I think it necessary. At any 
rate, there was no secret made of the thing at the time about these furs, and I cer- 
tainly do not remember ever having suggested to keep the thing quiet. I did not 
hear or see what he had written. I, merely having given the order, trusted the 
carrying of it out to him, and I never saw or heard what he had written, He says 
he wrote it in my tent. I cannot remember that. I think it is very likely he may 
have, but I certainly did not know the contents. Had I seen the thing, I certainly 
should not have let it go. 

General Mippieron was then further examined, as follows :— 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick: 

631. Was it an ordinary tent ?—The Adjutant had a tent there. However, I 
dare say, he did write it in my tent. 

By Mr, Wood (Westmoreland) : 

632. The part you would object to would be the private part ?—I do not think 
I suggested to him to keep it private. 
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633. You would not have let it gone ?—No, not this part. 
By Mr. Tisdale : 

634. In other words, you gave him no authority to keep it secret ?—Not to the 
best of my recollection. 

By Mr. Girouard : , 

635. Did you authorize Mr. Reed to say in that letter you had decided to 
confiscate the goods ?—I have no doubt I did. You see the conversation took place 
and I decided that they were to be confiscated, and he wrote this letter, whatever 
this order was, after the conversation we had had. He was quite justified I think, 
from the conversation we had had, in writing what he did, with the exception, that 
I do not think I ever told him to keep it secret, because it was not secret. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 

636. Did you ascertain in what manner these furs reached that store—how they 
came to be in that store ?—I do not quite understand you. 

637. Did you enquire or ascertain how these furs reached that store where they 
were stored in ?—In what state do you mean ? 

638. How they came to be there ?—I have not the slightest idea, except that it 
was reported to me that they were being stolen, and, as far as I can remember, it 
was suggested that they should be sent to the Police barracks, A 

639. They were put there for protection ?—The only person capable of giviatg 
the order was myself, and therefore I assume I gave it: but as to the quantity that——_ 
was put there I cannot tell you. The object was to prevent them being taken indis- 
; criminately by people about. 

( Mr. Hayter Reep recalled, and further examined :— 
By Mr, Kirkpatrick : 

640, Identify that letter and say whether it is the letter you referred to as the 
second letter ?—This is it. 

641. Read it ?—It reads as follows :— 
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“Fort Pirt, 1st July, 1885. 


“To the Officer in charge of the property taken from Rebel: 

“The General having decided to confiscate the furs now in your care and taken 
from Rebel, desires that you should make up a select bundle of beaver and fisher for 
him and a selection also for those of his staff. Have them properly packed and 
addressed, and keep a memorandum of what is packed. 

(Signed) “HAYTER REED.” 


By Mr. Girouard: 

642. When did you write this ?—After I went to Battleford the second time. 

643. How many months after the Ist July, 1885 ?—It was immediately after the 
General left—within a day or two after the General left on the steamer. 

644. Who told you to change this letter for the second one ?——No one, 

645. You did that of your own motion ?—Yes. 

By Mr, Lister : 

646. This is not the shape of the letter at all. Will you swear this is a copy of 
the letter you wrote at Fort Pitt, in all respects excepting that it is not to be kept 
quiet ?—And those names. 

647. Did not your letter from Fort Pitt commence “ Dear Warden ?”—I think 

* it did. 

648, You do not pretend to say that is a copy of your first letter ?—No. 

649. Hither in phraseology or anything else ?—So fur as the formal order goes, 
it is the same. 

650. But it is not a copy of the letter you wrote at Fort Pitt ?—No; that is not. 

: 651. That is the letter mentioned in Hansard. In that letter you stated there 
| were to be two packages for General Middleton. Was it bales or packages ?—I think 
it was packages. 
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652. Will you swear it was packages ?—I think it was packages. They are 
synonomous terms. If I said bale I meant package. 

653. In your original letter there were to be two bales put up for General 
Middleton ?—Yes; it says so here. 

654. It does not. It says “ put up a select bundle of beaver and fisher ?’”— 
Then it means two. 

655. Then it was two for General Middleton and one for yourself and one for 
Bedson? Now it means two bundles in this substituted order ?—Yes; it means two. 

By the Chairman: 

656. Do you recollect that that is not a correct copy of what you said with re- 
gard to letter in Hansard—I believe that it is not a verbatim copy, unless I were 
shown the original or some person swore it was. That would be the only way the 
doubt could be createdin my mind. Otherwise I believe that is not a verbatim copy. 

657. Do you say you still recollect having said two bales for General Middleton? 
—Yes ; to the best of my belief. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John.) : 

658. You addressed the letter ‘ Dear Warden” and informed him that the Gen- 
eral had confiscated the goods and directed him to put up two packages for General 
Middleton, one for yourself and one for Bedson ?—Yes; and mentioning another 
name, I think. 

By Mr. Girouard: 

659. What is the other name; do you recollect ?—I do not know. 

660. Who do you think it was ?—It would likely be Captain Hague. I know 
he was asking very frequently for furs. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 

661. Why did you write that second letter ?—Because there was a private part 
to the original letter. 

662. Where did you write it ?—At Battleford. 

663, Did you put the former date to it ?—Yes, I think so. 

664. Did you write that letter after having torn the other one ?—Before. 

By Mr. Weldon (St. John) : 

665. When you applied for the receipt to Mr. Bedson, he told you that he had 
been plundered on the boat ?—Yes. 

The Committee then adjourned. 
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HovusE oF Commons, 18th April, 1890, 

Committee met: Mr. McNert in the Chair :— 

StuarT HENDERSON recalled and further examined ;— 

By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

666. You have been sworn, Have you brought with you all the papers you have 
in connection with this case ?—I have brought the paper under which Lact. I have 
hot brought any papers which disclose matters of evidence in connection with Mr. 
Bremner and myself, or between the gentleman with whom I do most of the cories- 
pondence—Mr. J. M. Skelton—and myself. Telegrams relating to witnesses I have 
not produced. 

667, Have you produced all the papers signed by Mr. Bremner?—Mr, Bremner 
signs asa marksman, I have to take a great deal of what he says through Mr, J. 
M. Skelton. 

668. What papers have you produced ?—They are there. 

669. There is another paper. This is not the power of attorney. There is a 
power of attorney from him, as well as some other paper?—I have not got it in my 
possession, 

670. You had it in your possession?—No, I drew up a different paper from it 
altogether last year—an agreement. That agreement Mr, Bremner refused to sign, 

671. There is some other paper you had in your possession ?—Signed by Mr. 
Bremner ? 

672. Or made by his mark ?—Yes; I have other papers signed by his mark. 

673. Relating to this claim of the amount he would take ?—No; I had a tele- 
gram that I received since. 

674. To whom did you give it ?—Mr. Macdonald must have it. 

675. Mr. Macdonald says you have it?—A power of attorney signed by Brem- 
ner ?—No: not the power of attorney. 

676. What was it?—An agreement. [sent up an agreement last year, but Mr. 
Bremner would not sign it, 

677. I do not mean the one he did not sign, but the one he did sign ?—I have 
not got it. ; 

678. Did you see one ?—Yes? I think I have. 

679. When ?—This Session. 

680. To whom did you give it ?—Macdonald had it, and I had it. Tread it over. 

681. To whom did you give it?—Macdonald must have it. I did not give it to 
anyone else. 

682. Who has it now ?—I cannot tell you. Macdonald would be able to tell 
you that. 

By Mr. Girouard : 

683. Have you any papers relating to this inquiry that you have not produced ? 
—=\6s, : 

684. Will you produce them ?—I would rather not. Surely no lawyer will ask 
me to produce them, 

685. Here we make no distinction. Have you any papers from your client or 
anyone else—not instructions from your client on the subject of this enquiry ?—I 
have, but they are of that nature 

686. Then produce them ?—I will not produce them. Mr. Bremner has not a 
footing before this Commitiee. If Il were counsel for one of the members before this 
Committee I-would produce them ; but Mr. Bremner has no footing before this Com- 
mittee, and I will not produce them. 

687. What do you mean by no footing ?—I positively refuse to produce any 
other papers than | have produced. 


By Mr, Tisdale : 


688. Are these the only papers you have, showing the arrangement Mr. Brem- 
ner made to collect from him ?—In my possession ? 
1—3 
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679. Any others you have had are not now in your control ?—I suppose I could 


get any papers from Macdonald that he had. 
690. There are none anywhere else, except those that Macdonald had ?—No; I 


have not destroyed any. 
By Mr, Kirkpatrick : 

691. There is another paper ?—That paper has nothing to do with anything that 
comes up before thisCommittee. That paper has to do with a civil suit that may be ~ 
going on, 

692. We want to see that paper. He admits that he has a paper signed by 
Bremner, and we want to know where that paper Is. If he says there is no paper 
concerning this inquiry there is an end to it ?—I say that that paper has no connec- 
tion with this inquiry. 

By Mr. Girouard : 

693. Has it no connection with the subject matter of this inquiry ?—Yes, it has. 

694, Then they ought to be produced ?—We have an abundance of papers 
coming in from men who wish to get a rap from the Government, and I have not 


read them all through. 
695. You should have done it since the last meeting. You were instructed to 


look into the papers. 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 

696. I have never seen the paper. There is a paper which Mr. Henderson 
states that he has seen ?—It is an agreement, not a power of attorney. 

Mr. Kirxparrtck—tI think this Committee ought to insist upon the production 
of that paper. 

The Cuarrman—(To Mr. Kirkpatrick). —-You say this is the paper you want ? 

Mr. Kirxparrick—lI suppose it is. 

The CHatrmMAn—That settles it. Mr. Henderson says he has not got that paper. 

Wirvess—l sent an agreement which was binding both on Bremner and Mac- 
donald, and Bremner refused to sign it, and another agreement was signed, which, in 
my opinion, was of no legal validity whatever; otherwise, I might have kept the 
paper. It was of no legal validity whatever. 

Mr. Kirxparrick—We want to find out why they are keeping this paper back. 

Mr. A. M. Burasss, Deputy Minister of the Interior was called and sworn :— 

Mr. Kirkpatrick stated that he did not ask for Mr. Burgess’ evidence, but Mr. 
Girouard stated that he wished to examine him. 

By Mr. Girouard : 

697. Have you in your possession, Mr. Burgess, any papers relating to the sub- 
ject matter of this enquiry ?—Yes. 

698. What kind of papers are they? Will you produce them ?—There is the 
evidence taken before, and the report made by, the commission appointed to inquire 
into the North-West Rebellion losses. 

699. You have the evidence under oath ?—Yes ; under oath. 

By Mr. Casgrain : 
700. These are the original papers ?-—Yes. . 
By Mr. Tisdale : 

701, Can you distinguish between those in this particular case ?—Yes; the papers 

I have brought now are all in connection with this case. 
By Mr. Girouard: 

702. You produce them ?—Yes. 

Mr. TispaLe—The papers state that the claimant was a party to his own loss— 
not allowed. 
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Mr. Kirxparrick—Here are counsel for Major-General Middleton and Hayter 
Reed. I submit that they should be asked if they have any statements to make. 
Haye you, Mr. Gormully, on behalf of General Middleton, any statement to make? 


Mr. Gormutty—If further evidence is going to be taken I do not know what 
course we might pursue; but if the matter remains as 1t now is I do not think I 
have any further evidence to give. I have given the General’s evidence, which I 
think is the best evidence I can give. 

Mr. Fercuson—lI do not think there is any further evidence to give with respect 
to Mr. Hayter Reed. 

Mr. Grrovarp—lI think that the evidence of Mr. Bremner before the Claims 
Commission should be taken down in connection with this case. 


The following documentary evidence, produced by Mr. Burgess, was then 
read :4— 


(No. 421.) 
NORTH-WEST REBELLION CLAIMS, 1885. 


Before J. ALPHONSE Ovurmet, Esq., of Montreal; Henry Mua, Bsq., of Drumbo ; 
Tomas McKay, Esq., of Prince Albert, Commissioners, duly appointed and 
sitting as a Royal Commission at Battleford, District of Saskatchewan, North- 
West Territories, to investigate the said rebellion losses. 


Personally came and appeared Mr. Charles Bremner, of Battleford, farmer and 
merchant, forty-seven years of age; married—Claimant, 

And the said Charles Bremner, said Claimant, being duly sworn, deposes and 
says as follows :— 

I live at Bresaylor Settlement, between the two rivers, about twenty-two miles 
from town. L lived there at outbreak of rebellion, and was there on the 14th and 
15th April, 1885. We sent a letter down here in April to the Chief of the Police, 
begged for an answer, but got none. I have no copy of this letter. We were ready 
to leave our property if he had said so, and we got the priest, Father Cochin, to write 
for us, and he told us that, perhaps, they were about through with the affair, and it 
might be that we would be all right if we did not leave the place. The letter was 
an application for assistance or advice. We got no reply, so we remained at my 
place. On the evening of the 13th April about 200 Indians came and said they had 
come for us, we refused to go; and that night they broke into my stable and took all 
my horses, and what I had in the pack (?) as well, The next day they went into my 
store alongside my house, and took my goods, and told us to get ready and go with them. 
So we had to go; they hitched up for me, and started to shoot the dogs, pigs and 
hens, and they took us away, driving with them at the same time about 300 head of 
cattle at least, mine among the rest. There were about 15 families taken then; they 
had all camped about my place, and we were all taken over Battle River to Pound- 
maker’s Reserve. We remained there until the fight of Cut Knife Hill took place, 
when just before sunrise we heard the attack, Our little camp was about one-quarter 
of a mile from the Indian camp; the troops were about three-quarters of a mile across 

a big bridge from us, and I put up a big white flag; before this we had sent 
anes down Tom Dennison as a messenger to let the police know to come for us, 
Mark, and to say to them to not shoot at the square tents, but at the Teepees only. 

The second cannon ball came near our camp. While with the Indians we 

were treated badly. I then hitched up the horse and sent my family away to hide 
themselves in a deep creek, and we went up into a high hill on horseback, intending 
to go to the police, and they fired at us twice with the cannon, and I saw some of our 
arty of Half-breeds get ready to fight the police, and I said to them: “ The first 
Half-breed I see shooting at the police I will blow his brains out;” and we went 
back, found our families, and had breakfast at our old camp of that night about 1 p.m. 
The police just then gave in, and a lot of Indians then got ready to follow them, when 
I told Poundmaker to stop his men, and he said he would. I came in then on the 
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day Poundmaker came in and surrendered; we were kept with them until then, and 
were not able to leave; we had to follow the dancing tent like the rest. The food 
we got we had to buy from the Indians. All this time I was a prisoner against 
my will, and held by force. The Indians had 21 Canadians, prisoners captured 
when the bull team was taken, and they were sent on ahead by Poundmaker with 
me and three or four others. I wanted him to come along, but he was scared, and 
I was told by Colonel Otter and Colonel Herchmer that if the Indians would let 
the horses and captured property go and give up their arms it would be all right. 
This was put in a letter and taken by Father Cochin and myself back to the camp 
and read to the Indians, and they were glad. We asked the chief to leave with our 
families ; he said to leave myself and five men with him and he let the others go. “We 
did so, and that evening he got news, and let us all go, and we came to our families 
who were on the way here. I was arrested here by order of Colonel Herchmer, 
because I had a rifle which I had bought from a Half-breed. It was a Government 
rifle, a Winchester, but I did not know it. I bought it from John Wells to keep it 
from the Indians. He is one of my neighbors. I was held here almost a month 
and was then sent to Regina for trial, and was held there, but no charge was made 
against me and we were let go to appear if called upon. I got home here about 18th 
September; came here same evening as released. -—- I took no part in the 
Rebellion one way or the other, except as stated as to capture by the Indians. On 
my return [ found my house and store barely standing—windows, stoves, furniture 
smashed, flooring gone and ceilings torn down, I saw a lot of new hats and clothing 
on the Indians when they came out of my store. They shot some of our cattle along 
the road to camp. I do not read, but I recognise the accounts now shown to me of 
goods that were in the store. I now fyle the original invoices from Winnipeg of 
goods sent to me in fall and summer before Rebellion, (Exhibit “A”) and were all in 
my store on 14th April, except such as were sold. My books were lost. I 
find these invoices afterwards. I had them in a tin box. The goods from 
W. Macdonald were bought here, and I paid, as shown on these invoices. 
I paid $150.00 freight on these goods to the Canadian Pacific Railway 
to Swift Current, and §400 land freight to Bresaylor. Almost one-half of 
this stock remained unsold in my store on 14th April. The furs were at my place 
in the carts, and went with us to the Indian camp, but the Indians did not take 
possession of them. Middieton gave orders to put the furs in a safe place. I have 
notseen it since. I enquired for it, but have not recovered it. The list now read 
over to me is a correct list of my furs as list Exhibit “B.” The list now read to me 
is a true and correct statement of my losses in house and on farm separate from the 
store (Hxhibit “C.”) And Exhibit “D” is the general statement of my claim as at 
present put before the Commission. My residence is about 22 or 25 miles 
trom town, I have a farm, and hadastore and house there; had been there 
four years last July. Was there at outbreak of Rebellion. There are in that settle- 
ment about twenty or thirty families altogether. Inever heard word of the Rebel- 
lion until shortly or about the beginning of Ist April, 1885. When I heard of the 
Rebellion the settlers there in the Bresaylor were all on their farms; some of them 
came to barracks here, about ten or twelve families, for protection at once, I did not 
come here to barracks but remained on my farm with about ten or twelve families— 
John Wells, Andrew Pozer, Alexander Pozer, Cornelius Pruden, one Breland (name 
illegible), David Poitras, Narcisse Ducharme, Andre Ducharme, Louis 
Caplette, Lusette Genoux, and my own family, and James Bremner and_ their 
families, who remained in camp with me. ‘and went to the Indian camp on 
Poundmaker’s Reserve. We were notified by Edward Payton at midnight that they 
were hitching up, and that if we wanted to get away to come then, But my horses 
were away eighteen miles, and my own mother, 95 years of age, was with me, so I 
asked him to wait until the next night, when I could get my horses in; but he said 
he could not wait, there is quite a stir, and the Indians are coming and will kill us 
all. Isent for the horses, but they were lost and could not be found the next 
day ; and this is the reason we did not come in with the others; the horses were 
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afterwards found. I packed my furs as I bought them, and they were 


nies near the store; we did not leave to join Poundmaker for a while after 
vE this. Almost ten days, at least, had elapsed before I saw the 200 


the next day. Indians. We could not come in when the horses were found because of 

Indians, I had no reasons not to come at once, instead of sending the 
letter to the fort, Father Cochin, already referred to, advised us to send the letter 
by the Brother. We remained there then until the store was pillaged, when we 
were forced to go with them, The priest was there, and went with us, and | 
remained there until about the time of Poundmaker’s surrender. I was in my house 
on the 14th of April; when the pillage commenced my store was locked. I had no 
reason to try and prevent the pillage; the Indians were too wicked; they were all 
armed and broke open the store. The furs were there in the carts that day, but I 
am positive the Indians left in the morning, and I and all the people there as named 
went with them, and they took my goods along. The furs were in my carts, and I 
‘brought them with me along with the Indians. I can’t say what became of the 


goods, but my furs were brought in here at the time of Poundmaker’s surrender, and 


were delivered to the police here then. It was on the 2nd of May, at Cut Knife 
fight that I saw some Half-breeds preparing to fire on the police, and while I was in 
the Indian camp. I and all my party was armed; we refused several times to give up 
arms to the Indians. We had just a little bit of ammunition with us. I hada 
breech-loading gun, On my arrival here I was arrested, and sent to Regina, but I 
am sure no charge was made against me there. | do not remember to have pleaded 
guilty to any charge made against me there. No sentence was passed on us there. 
We were released on bail on our security of $400. I was brought with the others 
before Judge Richardson in the court room; the clerk read nothing to us; I can’t 
recollect if the judge read anything to us, but I never pleaded guilty—I am positive 
‘of this. 

The furs in Exhibit “B” are the furs I lost. I can’t say if I had counted them 
all; I had counted what was packed. I made out my lists from memory as soon as 
released, when | went to Winnipeg, and I have not received any of them. Personally 
I can’t say who took them. The prices mentioned for my furs are what I paid for 
my furs, and the prices mentioned for the goods are prices in Winnipeg and freight 
added. I sent my first claim about end of November last. I did not send my 
list of cattle at same time as other claim, as I wished to be paid for furs and goods 
first. I had hoped to find some horses and cattle after. I have made a statutory 
declaration in Winnipeg before James Fisher on November 9, 1885. — 
Iswear that I never took part in the Rebellion in any way never aided or 
assisted themin any way while | was with them. I never took part in any 
of their movements, never acted as scout or went away with any party whatever of 
Half-breeds or Indians. I was coming (illegible) when La Fontaine, a Police scout, 
was captured, and my nephew, Alexis B. Sayers, was with me, and the Half-breeds came 
and caught us when we were crossing the Battle River, and we crossed first, Sayers and 
I, and galloped off pretty lively when over, and came 7 or 8 miles this side of the river, 
and they again caught us, and we came with them a piece, until we saw the Police scouts 
and then went at once straight after the Scouts and I saw Fontaine then ahead, 
This party overtook me at the river; I did not know then that they were after the 
scouts they had started after the cattle only. When Fontaine went into the woods 
it was not me who told him if he came out he would not be hurt. I could have escaped at 
any time with the men on horseback, but we could not leave our families. When we sent 
our families away at Cut Knife the Indians sent a guard of 50 men after them and a lot of 
Indians came and watched us. It was Louis Sayers asked for Henry, Sayers’ rifle to 

shoot the Police; heisa young man; he was the only one I heard, but if 


Mr. McKay. 


His he had begun, all would have begun. I know a party of Indians and 
Gare Half-breeds, so I heard, came down here. Otter arrived when Rouleau’s 


the day before. house was burnt, but] can’t say who they were. i do not know any- 
thing about the raid on the teamsters. Ido not know if any of our 


party had any Government or private property; I had traded my fur from all around, 
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some from Turtle Lake, Cold Lakes, other side of Frog Lake, from Chippenzo 
Indians, from the Big Mountains south of Fort Pitt. I had three men and myself 
trapping. I had six carts and two waggons when I went to the Indian 
His camp and the same number when I came in here and was arrested. 
Ne aia ee) I can’t say how many bales I had; I can’t atallremember. I had over 
ten packs—pretty near twenty packs, I suppose. I had been with the 
Mr. Muma. _ Indians seven or eight days before Cut Knife fight. There were about 
twenty men of Half-breeds, and between 200 and 300 Indians in camp 

when it was fought. 


In re JAMES BREMNER. 
T know the claimant. I know he hasaclaim. And I know he had and lost the 


His articles mentioned in his claim as read to me. I saw the wages paid 
C+B to the men. I paid him out of my store for (illegible) ; he was one of 
mark. the settlers at the Bresaylor, but was away from home. 


And further deponent sayeth not, 

The present deposition having been read to the witness, he declares it contains 
the truth, nothing but the truth, persists therein, and—— has declared he cannot 
sign. 

Taken, sworn and acknowledged before us, Commissioners duly appointed by 
Royal Commission as aforesaid at Battleford, District of Saskatchewan, North-West 
Territories, on the seventh day of June, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-six. 


His 
(Signed) CHARLES + BREMNER. 


mark. 
(Signed) J. ALPHONSE OUIMET, 
a THOS. McKAY, 
i H. MUMA, 
Commissioners. 


‘B: 


Cuaim of Charles Bremner—Schedule of losses of property stolen and destroyed 
during the Rebellion of 1885. 


Maskrats, 1.836, at/$1:00 per d0Zt. \.sc0x. pasccueass cetera $ 156 00 
LOehishers at g10:00 CACh: whe scncses- -nayhcus erat watenvan eaeae 100 00 
Sie AVY NX, aieibd.0 UP CACM eats. ta ewe ve teaeNachinan -cauieeme eens At 3I 00 
20° Wolf skins. at Sil 25 Cacho. cccme,. saaaiiess vente teiarenene 25 00 
54, Beat, at) $10:00 Gah. 4... asaceeeee <anets denne ree sslesn antes 540 00 
PO Marine ateG 20 FOACM. ener guceoses « deceank ace ase ccaeer eee 47 50 
ao beaver, jab et 00TOACH ce: cercsste »-cecssenes sss: en eteeheer ee L916 R00 
COG Mink: at a OU reach nos ss-mbswes a «enc deakh as Sura eran ceary 604 00 
LS ROM, ALY TOC: CAC Genenastyoden. ssaamnegts oh's consumer menor 17925 
ZO abve dl Moment Pleo TCA aw stniensaes + su cnqrrw tases, cen ameecs 250 00 
3 Silver fox, at $50.00 each............... SOLA Sipcniacte sass Rene 150 00 
GO Crogstom, S600. U0 VCACDTA anus duis» <sacmstecub an epacteeantee 30 00 
8 Otter, ateL0 M0 CaAchiactisc.. ccs Rs «21d SHADE ERGs teleeees wae 80. 00 
55: Wolverine sae H00%:, svc sae tsmattutes sewsencen pee eearer saan 140 00 
AL BACGOE Cat iT OC CACM ecm teier. «ss woaiecc meander ene ceeee 15 75 
DUOC eae bo EPPREE Opt rc necite oa: $5,364 50 

His 

(Signed) CHARLES x BREMNER. 
mark 
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(No. 421.) 
NORTH-WEST REBELLION CLAIMS, 1885. 


Before J. ALpuonse Ovrmer, Esq., of Montreal; Henry Muma, Esq., of Drumbo; 
Tuomas McKay, Esq., of Prince Albert; Commissioners duly appointed and 
sitting as a Royal Commission at Battleford, District of Saskatchewan, North- 
West Territories, to investigate the said Rebellion Losses. 


Personally came and appeared Mr, Charles Bremner of Battleford, merchant 
and farmer—Claimant. And the said Rev. Father Louis Cochin, of Poundmaker’s 
Reserve, Missionary Priest, on behalf of the said Claimant, being duly sworn, deposes 
and says as follows: 

At time of outbreak I was at Bresaylor Settlement. I know all the circum- 
stances attending the capture of Charles Bremner and party by the Indians; I was 
in the camp at Charles Bremner’s place with 10 or 12 Half-breed families, and I say 
they were not rebels. They did not come here, because they did not believe that 
the Indians would rob or injure them at all, and they had no certain news, they 
were separate from the others who came in here, from the Hnglish Half-breed settle- 
ment near the river. Charles Bremner, I would say, was nota rebel at all. And 
those people acted on my advice. I told them that probably the best thing 
to do was to remain and work on’ their farms. A portion of them were willing 
to come here and the rest thought it best to remain there. Some of them were very 
poor, and had no horses, and while they were discussing what to do the Indians came. 
Before this I had written a letter to the Police captain signed by C. Bremner and H. 
Sayer, asking what we had to do, and we received no reply to this. The Indians 
forced us to go along with them. I was kept asa prisoner under guard, but notina 
tent, but the camp was all guarded around and we could not escape ;, we were not 
close prisoners, and our Camp was visited frequently to see if we were there. The 
Brother sent with the letter was kept at barracks and not allowed to return. 
These people have all lost property. James Bremner was the same, and was very 
quiet all through the trouble, and was with the party. Louis Caplette and the 
others, and John Wells, and all the party, lost their animals and property. Chas. 
Bremner had a large band of cattle, and lost many, and he had a large quantity of 
fine furs, [ should say I saw from $2,000 to $3,000 worth. He had about 80 head of 
cattle, he had also a good stock of boots in his store, and had merchandise in his 
buildings as well. It was nota very large store, but can’t say as to the amount, 
and I think it was all pillaged, and he has found some animals, but no goods, I think. 
Many of the animals | saw killed by the Indians. 

T was with Poundmaker during the entire time of the captivity of these people, 
and I did not see any disloyal act on his part. 

And further deponent sayeth not. 

The present deposition having been read to the witness, he declares it contains 
the truth, nothing but the truth, persists therein, and has signed, 

Taken, sworn and acknowledged before us, Commissioners duly appointed by 
Royal Commission as aforesaid, at Battleford, District of Saskatchewan, North-West 
Territories, on the seventh day of June, in the year of Our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-six. 

(Signed) Li. COCHIN, OAT 
(Signed) J. ALPHONSE OUIMET, 
ee Tros. McKay, Commissioners. 
es H. Mua, 


Mr. Henperson, further examined :— 
By Mr. Casgrain : 
703. Have you any knowledge of the value of those furs as established by your 
client—the value of them ?—No, sir; not the slightest. 
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704. Have you any idea of the amount that he has claimed ?—I think he has: 
claimed too little. 

Mr. Cascrain—I wanted to find out whether he would accept $3,500. 

The Committee then adjourned until Wednesday, 23rd April, 1890. 


House oF Commons, 23rd April, 1890. 
Committee met: Mr. MoNEILt in the Chair. 
Ronatp C. Macponatp, recalled and further examined :— 
The CHatRMAN—You are already sworn, 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 
705. Have you any agreement signed by Mr. Bremner about these furs ?—I have. 


no agreement with me. 
706. Who has it ?—My soliciter has it. 


707. Your solicitor said the other day, when under examination, that be did not. 


have the agreement ?—I had it then. 
708. You have since passed it to your solicitor?—Yes. It has no bearing upon, 
this case whatever. 
Mr. Kirxparrick—Let the Chairman look at it?—The document was handed, 
over to the Chairman. 
By Mr, Kirkpatrick : 


709. What proportion of Bremner’s furs do you think were put up on that order. 


signed by Mr. Reed ?—On the first order ? 
710. Yes?—About one-eighth of the whole—I should say about that. 
By Mr. Lister : 
711. There were two orders ?—Yes; I stated so in my previous evidence. 


712, And so far as the written order was concerned, under that order one-eighth of 


the furs there at that time were put up ?—Yes, 
By Mr. Kirkpatrick : 
713. But none had been taken before that ?—I have given my evidence on that 
point already ; my memory does not serve me exactly, but it can be easily determined 


by referring to the order to Warden. To the best of my knowledge, it was subse-. 


quent to that time. 
By Mr. Tisdale : 


714. ‘lhe “other” person referred to who was to receive some of the furs was. 


perhaps Col. Otter?—I said it was only hearsay. I was not there but I under- 


stood someone went to the Quartermaster’s store and said there was not a sufficient. 


quantity put up for the General. 
By Mr, Weldon (St. John) : 

715. IT understood you to say that when General Middleton came down from 
Fort Pitt you saw him in the room where the furs were ?—I did not see him there; 
I was only told he was there. 

Mr. A. M. Burazss.—Recalled and further examined :— 

By Mr, Girouard : 

716. You were asked at the last meeting to produce copies of the evidence 
adduced: before the Claims Commission by the Claimant Bremner and Caplette ?— 
Y es. 

717. Have you those copies with you ?—Yes. 

718. Do you produce them ?—Yes. 

(Hor this evidence see page 35.) 

719. Have you got with you a list of the furs claimed by Bremner before the 
Claims Commission?—This is a copy of the original list furnished by the Royal 
Commission to the Department. (Lor this list see page 38.) 

720. The total amount claimed by Bremner for furs was ?—$5,364.50. 

a 
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721. That is the amended claim?—That was the claim submitted to the 
Commission when it met at Battleford. . ‘ 

722. Did you find in your Department another claim by Bremner for furs before 
this one ?—Yes, 

723. How much does it come to ?—$4,374.66. (or this claim see page 41.) 

724, Mr. Bremner, I believe, swore to the value of those furs as mentioned in 
Exhibit B and produced by you this morning ?—Yes. 

725. Did not his clerk, Caplette, swear to the same effect ?—Not before the 
Commission, I think. I think only Rev. Father Cochin and Bremner were examined 
before the Commission. 

726, Are you in a position to say whether this Schedule A is a correct copy of 
pee claim originally submitted to the Commission by Bremner ?—It is vouched for 

y me. 

Mr. Lister,—I have no turther evidence to offer. We accept the evidence given 
before the Royal Commission as evidence given before the Committee. 

Messrs. Gormully and Ferguson respectively said they had no more evidence to 
submit. 

The enquiry was then closed. 


(Hehibit filed by Mr. Gormully.) 
Cuaim of Charles Bremner, Trader in Furs, for losses sustained during the late rebel- 
lion in the North-West Territories. 

The Claimant resided at Bresaylor, near Battleford. 

Compensation is asked for furs taken by the Government authorities at Battle- 
ford at the time Claimant was arrestedon certain charges made against him for com- 
plicity inthe Rebellion. Claimant was discharged without trial, but has not since 
been able, he alleges, to recover his property. 


SCHEDULE A.° 


Amount re- 

Statement of Claims. Ga commended 

* | to be Paid. 

$ ets. $ cts. 
mlebeavers, | abies. 00. oat paces cto bietn ce aot cs Pele Cees Cat ORT RAO Dao Oo 1,484 00 
Obroliverines ta umeA:c(OMiee.., jc act aoe | sis Seyaidket etc te ssueus, aoa eicie aatarenc ade Sloeee 36 00 
376 lynx, ea betes OO ences ee Crebete thats Ine evs 15 9. aleMeh » saver Seas oho aslacitey 1) Ate ie MRS 1,128 00 
1,736 rats, Bi ARADO afsie (OKOVAS Ce, Ses ieee «MER RMCRRORN s Mech eeineer en OF cine e 144 66 
160 red fox, EH TLDS YAS oat SRST OCIS OCOD. <: RE RER AOC RAC RRP Ein. Oe Reidel c 200 00 
494 minks, Sibir 1) Oyrer en ce ee eect PES Tao ons eceteR cfc rks ac cevahtekn ctec Reach e epee rere 494 00 
5 wolves, pavbi le Oe Carat: dO NEEL 5 RRND AUR DccI ini uciene tychiye 2 6 25 
10 fishers, CHAIR CDMA caus Bevan cto. ERM RCE Mec Alae Ceine RSE R Sms 5! 100 00 
ACCOM MLO Sa Mme U Riss OOS acters slave Seva icteton colic Layents: 8 24's «eure Eoatoiee, Seto abe ney ae 8 00 
31 bears, DLP OS OOM ger caee ere et icc < : ackeet = wile! Sls. tyes ssatstes sys lean ce eengeey 310 00 
233 skunks, GENO ORCS OR RA oe eee en Sie tas: sare RS. «wet a ee RE 174 75 
19 martin, Si bile 7 0) eae CAS oer a 20s cr «ahh ace SOLE, wile oe Sete een ose es 47 50 
Pamlorreregeydsh. | URIDINE) cain atin cco oe TORSO > Sian er ONIO Hs ARIST aerate 11 50 
8 otters, abelOvOO wns akree acne a LOR ha, RE RTE RTC ee OEE OEE. 80 00 
SING Ore.” CRU U fon oo. eto eron, ie Cicero > MERE ecm n pins Ho Maric Sraeaane 150 00 
GOAN SeUSeLOrhOLSSsO Ye SCOUU pra jcc cram cen cradle - n't oaei fe a citar tein os cote in crete ie 60 00 
Value of horse not returned...... SERED Ds Dt BOD Dit > REE ET Ore CORE OT ONDA Gn O50 200 00 
4,634 66 
SANCHO 1Bisns cnn eed CAE OCA OCIS CDI IIORE EIGN D> ae ace cnet rr ca Soro Ar 895 95 
AL Oba UNIN jie Sere ct stv coe Spo esaTeMet eS her's lo o> sa iv nlacabeeel a Mee ote aie 5,530 61 


Certified to be a true copy of the original document of record in the Deparment 


of the Interior. 
April 15th 1890. A.M. BURGESS, D. M. J. 
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MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE COMMITTEE. 


Hovuss or Commons, CommitTeEe Room, 
Friday, 14th March, 1890. 
The Select Committee appointed to enquire into the statements made in reference 
to furs taken from Charles Bremner met. 


> 


PRESENT: 
Messrs. McNeill, Casgrain, 
Tisdale, Holton, 
Wood (Westmoreland), Lister, and 
Girouard, Kirkpatrick. 


Weldon (St. John), 


On motion of Mr. Tisdale, Mr. McNeill was chosen Chairman. 
Mr. McNeill took the Chair, and the Order of Reference was then read, as 
follows :— 
House or Commons, 
Monday, 10th March, 1890. 


esolved, That a Select Committee be appointed to enquire into the statements 
made in reference to furs taken from Charles Bremner, a Half-breed residing at 
Battleford, and that said Committee be composed of Messrs. McNeill, Tisdale, Wood 
(Westmoreland), Girouard, Weldon (St. John), Casgrain, Holton, Lister and Kirk- 
patrick—the last two mentioned without power of voting; and that the Committee 
have power to send for persons and papers, and to employ a short-hand writer to 
take down evidence, and that it is desirable that any witness to be examined by the 
Committee should be examined on oath. - 

Attest, 
JG BOURINOE 
Clerk of the House. 


The Committee then discussed the Order of Reference, and it was agreed that 
Mr. Lister should prepare a statement of the charges and submit the same to the 
Committee at its next meeting, and that a copy of such statement, when prepared, 
be communicated to General Middleton and to Hayter Reed, so that they may be 
in a position to reply to the same either in person or in writing. 

The Committee then adjourned until Wednesday next at 11 a.m, 


ComMITTEE Room, 
Wednesday, 19th March, 1890. 
Committee met. 


PRESENT: 
Mr. McNeil in the Chair. Messrs. Tisdale, Wood (Westmoreland), Girouard, 
Weldon (St. John), Casegrain, Holton, Lister, and Kirkpatrick. re 


General Middleton and Mr. Hayter Reed were in attendance, 

Pursuant to the agreement arrived at by the Committee at its last meeting, Mr. 
Lister submitted the following statement of the charges made against General 
Middleton, which was read. (For this statement, see page 1 of the minutes of evi- 
dence). 

Mr. Lister was heard in reference to his statement going beyond the charges 
specified in the Order of Reference. 

On motion of Mr, Wood (Westmoreland), it was 

Ordered, That paragraph 3 and sub-paragraphs a, b, and c, of Mr. Lister's state- 
ment, be struck out, as being beyond the Order of Reference, and the Committee not 
being authorized to investigate the same. 

_ Messrs, Payne and Burrows, shorthand reporters, were present, for the purpose 
of taking down the evidence given before the Committee, and were sworn to take 
down and transcribe faithfully the same. 
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Mr. Gormully, counsel for General Middleton, made the following statement on 
behalf of General Middleton. (For this statement, see page 2 of the evidence). 

Mr. A. Ferguson, counsel for Mr. Hayter Reed, made the following statement 
on behalf of Mr. Reed. (For this statement, see-page 3 of the evidence). \ 

Mr. Ronald C. Macdonald, of Battleford, was then called, sworn and examined 
by Mr. Lister and others. (For his evidence see Minutes of Evidence). \ 

Ordered, That the witness bring to the next meeting the power of attorney 
given to him by Charles Bremner. \ 

Mr. K*rkpatrick referred to part of a letter written by witness to Col. Morris. \ 
i at That the said letter be fyled. (For this letter, see page 11 of the evi-\ 

ence. 

Ordered, That the following persons be summoned to appear at Ottawa, and 
bring with them all papers in connection with the Charles Bremner fur enquiry :— 
Charles Bremner, Louis Caplette, Stephens Warden, Robert Macdonald, Arthur 
Dorion, Col. Morris, Major Steele and Pierre Boissonnault. 

The Committee then adjourned to the call of the Chair, 


CommitTEE Room, 
Tuesday, Ist April, 1890. 
Committee met. 
PRESENT: 


Mr. McNeill in the Chair: Messrs. Tisdale, Wood (Westmoreland), Girouard, 
Weldon (St. John), Casgrain, Holton, Lister and Kirkpatrick. 

The shorthand reporters were in attendance. 

General Middleton and Mr. Hayter Reed, and their counsel, Messrs. Gormully 
and Ferguson, were in attendance ; as were also Mr, Ronald Macdonald and Mr. 
Stuart Henderson, solicitor for Charles Bremner. 

The Chairman laid before the Committee, copies of the telegrams sent to J. M. 
Skelton, Battleford, summoning Charles Bremner, Louis Caplette, Stephens Warden 
and Robert Macdonald to appear and give evidence, and stated that after consultation 
with Mr. Lister and a majority of the members of the Committee he had for the pre- 
sent cancelled the order requiring the attendance of these persons, so as to save 
expenses. 

Mr. Henderson was then called, sworn and examined by Mr. Kirkpatrick and 
others. (For his evidence, see Minutes of Evidence.) 

Ordered, That Mr. Henderson bring with him to the next meeting all papers in 
his possession in connection with this enquiry. , 

General Middleton was then called and sworn, and made the following statement, 
(For this statement, see page 13 of the Minutes of Evidence.) 

General Middleton was then examined by Mr. Lister and others. (For his evi- 
dence, see Minutes of Evidence.) 

General Middleton requested to be allowed to make and was permitted to make 
a statement with respect to a horse and furs alleged to have been appropriated by 
him at Batoche. (For this Statement, see page 19 of the Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr. Hayter Reed was then called and sworn, and made the following statement. 
(For this statement, see page 22 of the Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr. Reed was then examined by Mr. Lister and others. (For his evidence, see 
Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr. Reed fyled a letter, dated Fort Pitt, Ist July, 1885, (for this letter, see 
page 31 of the Minutes of Evidence.) 

'~ General Middleton was then further examined. (for his evidence, see Minutes 
of Evidence.) 

Mr. Hayter Reed was then re-called and further examined. (For his evidence, 
see Minutes of Evidence.) 

The Committee then sat with closed doors; after which they adjourned to the 
call of the Chair. 


44. 


CoMMITTEE Room. 
Friday, 18th April, 1890. 


Committee met. 
PRESENT: 


Mr. McNeill in the Chair—Messrs, Tisdale, Girouard, Casgrain, Holton, Lister, 
Kirkpatrick, and Wood (Westmoreland), . 

The shorthand writers were in attendance. 

Ordered, That Mr. Stuart Henderson, of Ottawa, be summoned to appear forth- 
with before the Committee, and to bring with him all papers relating to this enquiry. 

Ordered, That Mr, Ronald Macdonald be summoned to appear forthwith before 
the Committee. 

Ordered, That Mr. A. M. Burgess, Deputy Minister of the Interior, be requested 
to appear forthwith before the Committee, and to bring with him all papers relating 
to this enquiry fyled with the Rebellion Claims Commission. 

At the request of Mr. Casgrain the minutes of the last meeting were read. 

Mr. Stuart Henderson appeared in obedience to the summons of the Committee, 
and was called and further examined by Mr. Kirkpatrick, and fyled a paper signed 
by Mr. Macdonald, on behalf of Mr, Bremner, appointing Mr. Henderson to act for 
the said Bremner. Also a paper appointing Mr. Macdonald agent for the prosecution 
of the claims of the persons whose names are appended thereto, for losses incurred in 
the Rebellion of 1885, and agreeing to pay the said Macdonald 5 per cent. of the 
amount recovered. (For Mr. Henderson’s evidence, see Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr. Kirkpatrick asked that all papers relating to this enquiry in the possession 
of Mr. Henderson be submitted to the Chairman, to ascertain if they had any bearing 
on the question. 

The witness objected to produce these papers. Committee deliberated, and 
determined that Mr. Henderson be not required to produce these papers, inasmuch 
as he declared that he had already produced all papers in his possession bearing upon 
the enquiry, except such as referred toasuit by Bremner against General Middleton. 

Mr. A. M. Burgess appeared as requested, and was called, sworn and examined 
by Mr. Girouard and others, and put in the evidence of, and schedule of losses of, 
Charles Bremner, made before the North-West Rebellion Claims Commission; also 
the deposition of Reverend Father Louis Cochin, made before the same Commission. 
(For these papers, see page 35 of Minutes of Evidence.) 

On movion of Mr, Girouard, it was 

Ordered, 'That the evidence and schedule put in by Mr. Burgess be copied and 
incorporated as part of his evidence. (For Mr. Burgess’ evidence, see Minutes of 
Evidence.) 

Mr. Kirkpatrick suggested that counsel for General Middleton and Mr. Reed 
now submit further evidence if they so desire. 

Mr. Gormully fyled a certified copy of Mr. Bremner’s claim. (For this claim, see 
page 41 of the Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr, Henderson was further examined by Mr.Casgrain. (For his evidence, see 
Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr. Girouard moved, seconded by Mr. Casgrain,— 

That inasmuch as the Committee have no evidence of what became of the case 
of furs addressed to Colonel Bedson—Colonel Bedson be summoned to appear and 
give evidence before this Committee, which was negatived on the following 
division :—Yeas, 2; nays, 3. 

Ordered, That Mr. Henderson appear at the next meeting. 

Ordered, That Mr. Ronald Macdonald (who could not be found this morning), 
be summoned to appear at the next meeting of the Committee, and to bring with 
him all the papers in his possession, and especially any agreement executed by 
Charles Bremner in relation to the matter now before the Committee for enquiry. 


The Committee then adjourned until Wednesday at 11 a.m. 
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ComMMITTEE Room. 
Wednesday, 23rd April, 1890. 
Committee met. 
PRESENT : 


Mr. McNeill in the Chair—Messrs. Tisdale, Wood (Westmoreland), Girouard, 
Weldon (St. John), Casgrain, Holton, Lister and Kirkpatrick, 

The shorthand writers were in attendance. 

Mr. Stewart Henderson and Mr. Ronald Macdonald attended in obedience to the 
summons of the Committee. 

Mr. Macdonald was called and further examined by Mr. Kirkpatrick and others. 
(For his evidence, see Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr. Macdonald submitted an agreement made by him with Charles Bremner to 
the Chairman, who stated that the matter contained therein was irrevelant to the 
enquiry. The agreement was then returned to Mr. Macdonald. 

Mr. Tisdale moved, 

That no more evidence be taken, and that the Committee now proceed to the 
consideration of its report. 

Mr. Girouard moved in amendment, 

That Mr, Burgess be called to give evidence in regard to the schedules put in. 

And the question being put on the amendment; it was agreed to on a division. 

Mr. Burgess was accordingly called and examined by Mr, Girouard. (For his 
evidence, see Minutes of Evidence.) 

Mr. Lister made the following statement :— 

“T, for Bremner, state to the Committee that Bremner will accept $4,500 in full 
of his claim for furs, ” 

Messrs. Lister, Ferguson and Gormully, each stated in reply to the Committee, 
that they had no further evidence to submit. 

On motion of Mr, Girouard, seconded by Mr. Weldon (St. John), it was 

Ordered, That the following be adopted as the report of this Committee, and 
reported to the House, together with the evidence taken and the proceedings of the 
Committee. (For this report see report, prefixed to Minutes of Evidence.) 


Attest, 


N. ROBIDOUX, 
Clerk of Committee. 
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